, 2с PAID| 
oc; SFr Fresno, California 
e 1277 PERMIT No. 47 


Return Postage Guaranteed 


NIVERSITY OF 
BERKELEY 9» 


al Ps 
А-1 


\ 


Lake Yosemite, a Source of Irrigation іп Merced County 


'UBLISHED MONTHLY AT FRESNO, CALIFORNIA, BY " Ў. Price 10 Cent 


---—-...T.-..— aare Dasena Mannan а ти 


Executive Division 


А. С. WisHoN, President, Fresno 

A. Emory WisHoN, Vice-President and Сет 
eral Manager, Fresno 

W. E. DunrEY, Secretary and Assistant Treas- 
urer, Fresno 

Ковект SEALY, Treasurer, New York 

Ernst Е. Венк, Comptroller, San Francisco 

Murray Bourne, General Counsel, Fresno 

M. S. Bascock, Assistant Secretary and Assist- 
ant Treasurer, Fresno 

A. B. CARPENTER, Auditor, Fresno 

V. В. Frazee, Asssitant Auditor, Fresno 

E. P. SMITH, Assistant to the Vice-President 
and General Manager, Fresno 

L. J. Moore, Executive Engineer, Fresno 

J. M. BuswzLL, General Inspector, Fresno 


Legal Division 


Murray Bourne, General Counsel, Fresno 
Е. Н. Pearson, Attorney, Fresno 


Finance Division 


W. E. DunrEY, Secretary and Assistant Treas- 
urer, Fresno 

M. S. Вавсоск, Assistant Secretary and Assist- 
ant Treasurer, Fresno 

А. B. CARPENTER, Auditor, Fresno 

V. В. FRAZEE, Assistant Auditor, Fresno 

Е. V. BOLLER, Stock Sales Manager, Fresno 


Supplies Division 


D. P. Mason, Manager, Fresno ` 

S. E. HickMan, Assistant Purchasing Agent, 
Fresno 

J. WAINSCOAT, Superintendent of Transporta- 
tion, Fresno 


Operating Division 


E. A. QuINN, General Superintendent, Fresno 

E. J. CRAWFORD, Asst. Superintendent, Fresno 

E.R. BANKS, Superintendent of Distribution, 
Northern Division, Fresno 

Cnas. LIGHTNER, Superintendent of Distribu- 
tion, Southern Division, Bakersfield 

D. D. SMALLEY, Superintendent of Distribu- 
tion, Coast Division, Santa Maria 

C. M. МеСакогЕ, Right-of-way А gent, Fresno 


Google 


SAN JOAQUIN LIGHT AND PowER CORPORATION 
Main Orricz, FRESNO, CALIFORNIA 


C 9 
Directors 
Ernst E. BEHR F. L.DAME Guy C. Елкі Wm. B. Joyce 
Jas. B.BLACK Е. W. DOOLITTLE Epwin GRUHL E. P. SMITH 
Murray BOURNE W. E. DurFey А. C. Joy A. Emory МУ ISHON 
A. G. WISHON 


Service Division 

Publicity Department 
A. C. Joy, Manager, Fresno 

Power Sales Department 
A. M. Екозт, Manager, Fresno 
Rate and Contract Division 

1л.оүр HENLEY, Manager, Fresno 
M. E. NewLin, Commercial Agent, Fresno 


Personnel Division 
Guy W. ОомвіЕ, Manager, Fresno 


Power Development Division 


Н. К. Fox, Supt. of Construction, Fresno 
L. L. ELLIS, A sst. Construction Supt., Fresno 


Power Houses 

Wm. Beem, Superintendent Crane Valley Dis- 
trict, North Fork 

J. L. Тномрзом, Supt. Kerckhoff, Auberry 

F. R. Harp, Supt. Tule River, Springville 

Ross LATHROP, Supt. Kern Canyon, Edison 
Kern County 

F. R. МсСЕОКСЕ, Superintendent Balch Plant, 
Kings River 


Steam Plants 


A. Y. MEuDELL, Superintendent 
and Midway 


Bakersfield 


District Managers 


San Joaquin Light and Power Corporation 
D. L. WisHoN, Bakersfield 
F. С. Саккогл, Corcoran 
H. G. RepFern, Dinuba 
P. B. Witson, Fresno 
Tuos. Наксоск, Los Banos 
J. E. ВАККЕТТ, Madera 
RALEIGH СА$Ар, Merced 
E. С. STAHL, San Joaquin 
Номакр Н. Youxc, Selma 
О. A. Коммев5, Taft 


Midland Counties Public Service Corporation 

W. E. УУніттімстом. Coalinga 

Сназ. J. KeLt. rv, Paso Robles and San Luis 
Obispo 

A. D. Сноксн, Santa Мапа 


Subsidiary Companies 


V. N. MICKLEBERRY, Superintendent Bakers- 
field & Kern Electric Railway, Bakersfiel 


San Joaquin Power Magazine 


Published monthly by the San Joaquin Light and Power Corpora- 
tion at Fresno, California, in the interests of Customers, Stockhold- 
ers and employees of the San Joaquin Light and Power Corporation. 


Vor. IX 


SEPTEM BER, 1927 


No. 9 


Magnetic Merced 


City Attracts Half Million Tourists Who Pour Through “Gateway 
to Yosemite," Leaving Trail of Gold 


HE streets of Merced are alive these 
days with automobile tourists on 
their way to and from Yosemite 
National Park and other nearby mountain 
resorts. Business in the city is feeling this 
new source of income which has increased 
greatly this year as a result of completion 
this summer of the Yosemite All-Year 
Highway through Mariposa and Briceburg. 


It is estimated by Yosemite Park offici- 
als that 500,000 visitors will pass through 
the gates of the park during the year end- 
ing October 1. This is approximately 150,- 
000 more than any previous record. During 
the month of August alone 65,000 visitors 
entered the park. Recent checks made by 
the State Highway Commission show that 
more than 90 per cent of the automobiles 


HEART OF MERCED FROM THE AIR. 


The ''Gateway to Yosemite" is playing the part of host to half a million tourists this year and garnering 
а rich harvest from the Merced Irrigation District. 
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Мему 
Buildings 
in Merced 


Top—Women's Club building. Center—Legion Hall, built аб a cost of $70,000.  Bottom—New Southern 
Pacific Station. 
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enter the park by way of the All-Year high- 
way. This means that during this year 
approximately 450,000 people will pass 
through this gateway to Yosemite. 

A large number of these travelers stop 
over for a rest before taking the last sec- 
tion of their journey into the park. Merced 
is meeting the needs of these travelers 
through increased hotel accommodations, 
restaurants, service stations and improved 
stores. Business houses are offering mer- 
chandise in bright modern shops that com- 
pare favorably with the stores of much 
larger cities; new business blocks are going 
up and new residences reflect the prosper- 
ity that is evident in all lines of business. 

While tourist travel has had much to 
do with Merced's recent activity it is but 
part of the picture of progress that is at- 
tracting new interest to this city. 


IRRIGATION DISTRICT A FACTOR 


'The Merced Irrigation District is a 
large factor in the improved conditions. 
'This $16,000,000 project now is in full 
operation serving approximately 175,000 


3 
acres valued at $50,000,000. Results of 


this work are becoming evident in the num- 
ber of homeseekers and investors who have 
come into the Merced district during the 
past year. From the Owens Valley district 
alone 18 families representing 150 people 
have purchased farms in the Merced dis- 
trict, and from this same section has come 
a group of men who have invested more 
than $100,000 in city property and have 
supplied the largest share of capital for the 
establishment of a new bank. 

Under the Merced Irrigation District 
111,859 acres are reported as under culti- 
vation this year, distributed in a wide di- 
versity of crops. The largest acreage is in 
trees with 21,599 acres, and vines with 
15,427 acres. In field crops rice leads 
with 16,923 acres followed by alfalfa, 15,- 
511; grain, 7,710; corn, 6,376; beans, 
4,327 ; sweet potatoes, 4,156; cotton, 2,979; 
and 3,090 acres of miscellaneous crops of 
which watermelons lead with 817 acres 
and tomatoes with 480 acres. 

Dairying also is yielding a considerable 


EXCHEQUER DAM ОЕ THE MERCED IRRIGATION DISTRICT. 


This concrete structure, 960 feet long and 330 feet high, impounds 289,000 acre feet of water for irrigation 
and supplies 120,000,000 kilowatt hours in electricity a year. 
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revenue іп the county from 37,800 cows 
while more than 36,000 beef cattle and 80,- 
000 sheep graze on the hills, bringing in 
each year another source of income from 
which Merced city receives a large share. 

These and many other contributing fac- 
tors such as several large industries having 
heavy payrolls, fine schools and churches, 
an active Chamber of Commerce, a wide 
awake newspaper and a progressive group 
of merchants and business men all are ac- 
celerating the pulling power of Merced in 
its magnetic attraction of those things 
most cities -desire and so few acquire,—a 
growing population that has none of the 
mushroom tendencies. 

During the past year to August 31, Mer- 
ced building permits totaled $304,469. 
These permits include a store building 
erected in the center of the city at a cost 
of $11,500. This new building will be oc- 
cupied by a Woolworth store. The J. C. 
Penny Company is occupying a new store 
recently remodeled at a cost of $15,000, 
while Barney & Petrinovitch have leased 
for their clothing business a new building 
erected at a cost of $11,500. The Califor-. 
nia Transit Company has recently taken 
possession of a new stage depot erected at 
a cost of $10,000 while a new store and 
office building is under construction at a 
cost of $22,500 for Loupe & Choquette. 

The Southern Pacific Company has re- 
cently completed a new passenger depot 
erected at a cost of $30,000 while improved 
yard facilities have been made this year at 
a cost of $70,000. The Southern Pacific 
also has constructed a spur track and four 
large fruit packing sheds at Atwater. The 
sheds are leased to shippers. 

The Merced Union High School has 
erected a new building 45 by 75 feet at a 
cost of $7,500 to house classes in mechan- 
ical drawing and manual training. This 
high school was built in 1920 when the en- 
rollment was 200 students. The present 
enrollment is 600 although а new high 
school has been built at Livingston to take 
care of 200 students formerly in the Mer- 
ced district. 


INDUSTRIES BRING PAYROLL 


Two large plants have been completed 
during the year, bringing many new fam- 
ilies to the city. The most notable is the Yo- 
semite Portland Cement Plant built at a 
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cost of more than $2,000,000 and employ- 
ing 100 men. The plant of the Golden 
State Milk Products Company, another 
factory recently completed at a cost of 
$150,000, has capacity to handle 110,000 
pounds of milk daily. Butter, dried milk 
and fresh milk for local markets are turned 
out here, giving employment to 30 to 35 
employees the year round. 

'The most notable building projects in 
Merced city proper are the new building 
of the Bank of Italy now under construc- 
titon at a cost of $300,000 and a new hotel, 
the plans for which are in the hands of 
architects. 


NEW HOTELS FOR TOURISTS 


Other notable improvements for taking 
care of tourist travel are two very com- 
plete automobile hotels near the city. The 
Merced Motor Inn consisting of 11 cab- 
ins and a store and an electrically equipped 
service station has been erected at a cost of 
$15,000. by Geo. E. Anderson. The Mer- 
ced Motor Tavern on the highway а half 
mile south of the city has a service station 
and store and 25 cottages constructed of 
stucco and representing an investment of 
$45,000. 

'The new American Legion hall built at 
a cost of $70,000 is one of the finest build- 
ings of its kind in the state in point of 
convenience and equipment. Another 
building that is stimulating to community 
interest is the new Woman's Club House 
completed last year at a cost of $80,000. 

Merced has many advantages that should 
prove strong attractions to investors and 
settlers coming into the San Joaquin Val- 
ley. : 
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A POPULAR PLAYGROUND NEAR MERCED. 


Lake Yosemite offers boating, bathing, fishing and 
dancing. 
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Electricity Serves Mountain Camps 


N ine-Mile Line Brings City Comforts and Conveniences to New 
Resorts Along Yosemite Highway 


HE completion of the new All-Year 

highway through Mariposa and 

Briceburg to Yosemite National Park 
has developed a tremendous increase in traf- 
fic over this route. This road not only has 
cut the travel time between San Joaquin 
Valley points and Yosemite but has opened 
up some very attractive spots in the foot- 
hills only a few hours’ ride from Merced 
and other Valley points. 

Several new resorts, lodges and auto 
camps have been established. А group 
of eight of these resorts and camps now 
have electrical service from a San Joaquin 
Power line nine miles long connecting with 
a high power line following the Merced 
river to Yosemite Valley. 

About five miles east of Mariposa at 
Yosemite Oaks is the new Acorn Inn con- 
ducted by Mrs. Jane Holloway. This 
cozy spot is the center of the Yo- 
semite Oaks development where it is 
planned to erect 28 modern one- and three- 
room cottages. Three are under construc- 
tion and others are soon to follow. A 
tennis court and plunge also will be com- 
pleted this year, making this a delightful 
vacation spot or stopping place for Yosem- 
ite visitors. 

Eight miles east of Mariposa is the Daw- 
son Trail, where James B. Dawson has 
built a service station, a dining room and 
ten cottages completely furnished with bath. 
The Dawson Trail specializes in ham and 
eggs and chicken sandwiches at fifty cents 
and already has a large patronage although 
this camp has been open but a few 
months. A large dance floor in a building 
formerly occupied by Rogers’ Museum 
will provide entertainment during all the 
vear for week-end parties and vacationists. 
Mr. Dawson also plans to build a first class 
hotel on his 20-acre site. 

Midpines is another delightful spot about 
half way between Acorn Inn and Dawson 
Trail. Неге N. D. Chamberlain has 
erected a group of hollow tile buildings for 
a store, service station and cottages supply- 
ing modern accommodations for guests. À 
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feature of Midpines is the camp grounds 
nearby where auto tourists may find con- 
veniences for stopping over night or for a 
week-end rest. Tall pines shade the camp, 
making it very attractive. 

Bear Creek Lodge, conducted by J. A. 
Wilson and J. E. Davis, is about eight and 
one-half miles from Mariposa at an eleva- 
tion of 3200 feet on Bear Creek. 'This 
resort celebrated the turning on of the elec- 
tric service оп August 20 by a dance in 
the pavilion which was attended by several 
hundred visitors. All cottages and tents 
were filled for the night with visitors from 
the San Joaquin Valley and foothill towns 
enjoying the cool breezes of the hills. The 
Lodge was illuminated by festoons of elec- 
tric lights which made a very attractive 
picture against the dark background of oaks 
and pines. А well conducted lunch room 
is a feature of the Bear Creek Lodge. 

Nestling in a secluded cool spot almost 
over Bear Creek is Whispering Pines, where 
D. T. Ratliff has built a resort notable for 
a cool refreshing spring that sparkles in 
the sunlight which filters through a heavy 
bank of pines. Accommodations for guests 
are provided at reasonable rates and a stop 
here. on the trip to Yosemite always is 
worth while. 

Midway Service Station, conducted by E. 
A. Jennings, caters to the needs of the 
motorist in this locality and now is com- 
plete with electrical equipment, served by 
the new line. 

'Tecoyo Lodge Auto Camp managed by 
A. V. Emmert is another stopping place 
where shady grounds, good water, electric- 
ity and housing accommodations may be 
obtained at reasonable rates. 

This group of camps and service stations 
is within 25 miles of Yosemite Valley and 
offers travelers a convenient point as an 
overnight stopping place on entering or 
leaving the Park. This delightful section 
also is becoming popular as a week-end or 
vacation center for San Joaquin Valley 
residents who may enjoy cool evenings 
within a few hours’ drive from Valley 
points. 


A Review of Valley Conditions 


Healthy Increase Over Previous Year Is Noted in Bank Clearings 
of Fresno and Bakersfield 
By A. Emory WisHon, Vice-President and General Manager 


San Joaquin Light and Power Corporation and Great Western Power Company 
of California 


HE promises of early summer for 

improved business in virtually all 

lines are budding into realization 
with the approach of fall. Bank clearings 
in Fresno for August were $18,346,320, as 
against $14,355,650 for July. A substantial 
increase is always to be expected in August 
over July, as heavier crop payments are 
made and the packing and canning indus- 
tries are running with bigger crews and 
consequently bigger payrolls. But obvious- 
ly the community benefits enormously 
from the circulation of nearly four million 
additional dollars. 

Comparison with 1926 shows well for 
the current year, clearings for August last 
year being $16,523,571, giving 1927 an 
advantage of $1,822,749. 

Fresno may fairly be said to represent 
the Valley in any general survey. But to 
support the record let us consider the Ba- 
kersfield clearings, which tell the story 
of business conditions in the southern end 
of the territory. The difference is not 
quite so marked, but Bakersfield’s August 
shows $5,137,500 as against $5,042,308 for 
July and $4,937,386 for August of last 


year. 


A recent retail business analysis indi- 
cates sales volume and receipts slightly im- 
proved over 1926. 'This applies generally. 
although there may be individual cases of 
the reverse, even as there have been—al- 
ways will be—individual business failures. 
Our communities continue to grow, and a 
follower of headlines in the papers through- 
out the Valley will be surprised at the 
frequency of new business announcements 
and new and substantial building pro- 
jects. 

Automobile sales are reported as brisk, 
one Fresno agency for a popular make of 
car having broken all previous sales rec- 
ords during August, reporting at the same 
time unusual demand for its higher priced 
cars. lt is contended, however, that the 
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actual number of cars in operation is about 
equal to that of a year ago. This contention 
is borne out by records of service stations. 
Gasoline consumption for automotive equip- 
ment is virtually on a level with 1926. 
which was about one percent below that ot 
1925. Service stations report that business 
is healthy, but showing no perceptible im- 
provement. 


The Sun-Maid Raisin Growers ап- 
nounced on September Ist that $10,000. 
000 was available to pay growers on de- 
livery. This provides for immediate parv- 
ment of two and one-half cents a pound 
to :he growers, with progress payment: 
subsequently to be made as the crop i 
sold. Previous announcement of a probable 
price of three and one-half cents which the 
grower will ultimately receive had been 
disappointing, being lower than the 1926 
price, which ranged from four to four and 
one-quarter cents. It should be realized. 
however, that this price is tentative. 

Crop estimates are for about 260,000 
tons, the same as last year. This will de- 
pend upon the tonnage of Thompsons and 
muscats sold fresh. 

No accurate forecast can be made as to 
quality. Early September weather has been 
too cool for the most satisfactory results. 
but field reports say quality should be 
average. 


Under the direction of the California 
Vineyardists’ Association clearing house. 
the fresh grape crop has moved into the 
market in a more orderly manner than 
ever before. Prices, to date, have not been 
entirely satisfactory. Experienced shippers. 
however, point out that the peak of buying 
does not arrive until mid-September. Total 
number of cars shipped so far is below that 
of last year, but is increasing in volume. 
passing the mark of 1,000 a day for the 
first time on September 15th. 

Let me repeat here what I said last 
month: Тће C. V. A. is striving to bring 
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about orderly marketing of the grape crop 
after the chaos of years. It cannot accomp- 
lish this in a single season. 

We should recognize the soundness of 
its proposals, be duly patient, and cooperate 
to promote its eventual success. 


The C. У. A. aims primarily to benefit 
the grower. It seeks to stabilize the indus- 
try so that his crop may be sold and so 
that he will make a profit. It is a grow- 
ers’ organization. Yet its financial support 
so far has been chiefly underwritten by 
business interests, many of them not in 
any way directly concerned with the in- 
dustry. But business leaders regard Donald 
D. Conn’s plan as sound and are helping 
because of their interest in the economic 
welfare of the state. 


Peach prices are down and fig growers 
assert they are scarcely justified in picking 
the crop. But olive growers are jubilant, 
while the growers of oranges and lemons, 
still prosperous from the splendid season 
of 1926-27, are looking forward to an- 
other good year. 


Cotton has been wobbling, but the price 
is satisfactory, particularly for Valley 
growers. Estimate of production still runs 
between 70,000 and 80,000 bales. The 
market took a drop of $4 a bale on Sep- 
tember 12th, but December price still 
hovered around 22 cents. With the prem- 
ium which Valley cotton commands, this 
means our growers who are now contract- 
ing for December delivery will get from 
24 to 26 cents. 


Oil is quiet. Many wells are shut in, 
and the oil field communities feel a conse- 
quent depression. Yet the sinking of new 
wells goes steadily on in both proven and 
wildcat territory. Approximately 80 new 
wells were started in California during Au- 
gust, and of these more than half were 
in the San Joaquin Valley. Bakersfield has 
a mild fever of excitement through the 
bringing in of a well on Union Avenue 
immediately southwest of the city. There 
is every indication of an entirely new field 
and leasing has consequently been active. 


I was particularly impressed with the 
industrial conference of the California De- 
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velopment Association held at Stockton 
on September 2nd. This was a conference 
animated by common sense. Aside from 
the picture of general industrial develop- 
ment now in progress, there was presented 
a sound program of industrial possibilities. 
For example, the "Tracy representative 
said his community was looking for only 
such industries as it needs and that can reas- 
onably be certain of success there. Tracy’s 
fruit acreage is substantial, with much of 
it yet to come into bearing. The need of 
a cannery in the near future is apparent. 
'The community also needs a cold-storage 
plant, a creamery, and several other small 
industrial businesses to fill local wants. 
'These the Chamber of Commerce has set 
out determinedly to get. 


Kings County's report of flax and mint 
growing made by a representative of its 
Chamber of Commerce suggests that more 
attention could profitably be given in the 
Valley to the development of new crops. 
Mint growing probably will not become 
extensive. It grows here luxuriantly, but 
requires expert care, and there is a limited 
market for its product. It might easily 
be overdone, whereas it can be conducted 
as at present as a small but profitable ele- 
ment of diversified farming. 

But flax seems to offer greater promise. 
Prior experiments in growing it were half- 
hearted and consequently futile. Now, 
however, there seems no longer any ques- 
tion as to its adaptability to Valley soil 
and climate. 

Flax and its possibilities should be stud- 
ied. It uses are many. We should know 
something of its markets, of prices over a 
long period of years, of production costs. 


San Joaquin Power's general business 
report is unchanged since last month. The 
first eight months of the year show addi- 
tional connected load of 31,347.65 kilo- 
watts. This is slightly below the record 
for the same period last year, when agri- 
culture installations were unusually heavy. 
But 1927 shows substantial increase in load 
for domestic, commercial and general 
power use. This same condition prevails 
in the Coast territory of the Midland 
Counties Public Service Corporation, where 
the proportion of increase in service other 
than for agriculture is even higher. 


San Joaquin Power Sales Policy Endorsed 
Plan of Merchandising Electrical Appliances Meets With Approval 


of National Association of Electrical Dealers 


HE plan of selling and 

j servicing electrical appli- 

ances and ranges through- 
out the San Joaquin Power 
system was explained by H. H. 
Courtright, president and man- 
ager of the Valley Electrical 
Supply Company, to the conven- 
tion of the Association of Elec- 
tragists International held Aug. 
11 at St. Louis, and met with 
such general approval that this 
dealers' association passed a reso- 
lution endorsing it and authoriz- 
ing the printing of a pamphlet on the sub- 
ject for distribution throughout the United 
States and Canada. 

'The plan as developed by Mr. Court- 
right is known as the ‘“Through-the-Dealer 
Plan" and in effect provides in all parts 
of the San Joaquin Power territory the 
same service and opportunities to purchase 
electrical equipment for the home as has 
previously been enjoyed only by consumers 
living in the larger cities. This result has 
been accomplished through the co-operation 
of more than ninety dealers in fifty com- 
munities served by San Joaquin Power. 

Each dealer has agreed to play his part 
in the general plan which has as its ob- 
jective a better service and co-operation 
with the purchaser in getting the most good 
from each appliance purchased and an op- 
portunity to purchase standard appliances 
on the same terms and at the same price 
in all territory served by San Joaquin 
Power. 

By means of this plan all San Joaquin 
Power consumers have been privileged to 
purchase cookers, toasters, waffle irons, 
flat irons, percolators and other appliances 
at special prices from the many dealers lo- 
cated in various parts of the system. The 
services of an experienced domestic science 
demonstrator also are made available 
through the sales plan. 

That the plan has worked out satisfac- 
torily to the public is evidenced by the 
large number of appliances purchased. Dur- 
ing four years more than 4,000 electric 
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ranges and water heaters, 12,000 
fireless cookers, 10,000 waffle 
irons and many thousands of 
other conveniences have been 
marketed by the through-the- 
dealer plan. 


'The success of the plan has 
attracted wide attention in elec- 
trical circles and was regarded 
as of such importance at the re- 
cent dealers convention that the 
following resolution was unani- 
mously adopted: 


“Whereas, the present standards of living in 
American homes have created a potential mar- 
ket for electrical labor-saving and comfort- 
giving appliances far in excess of the sales 
efforts of the electrical industry to supply; and 


*Whereas, the electrical industry is seeking 
a successful sales plan which will take into 
consideration the united effort of all branches 
of the industry; and 

“Whereas, any plan to be successful and se- 
cure enthusiastic cooperation must be econom- 
ically sound; and 

“Whereas, the San Joaquin Light and Power 
Corporation of Fresno, California, has created 
through its years of successful merchandising 
practice, a plan for selling this potential market 
for electrical labor-saving and comfort-giving 
appliances, which has for its basic principle the 
united effort of the central station, the manu- 
facturer, the jobber and the dealer, and known 
as the "Through-the-Dealer Sales Plan'; and 


“Whereas, this plan has been thoroughly 
tested over a period of years and has been 
brought to the convention by the California 
Electragists as concrete proof that when the 
Association of Electragists International trade 
policy for distributing electrical merchandise 
from the manufacturer through the jobber to 
the dealer, and thence to the public, is intel- 
ligently applied, the results exceed anything 
previously secured, both from the standpoint of 
volume of load building sales and friendly 
trade relations; therefore, 


"Be It Resolved, that this Association, in 
convention assembled, indorse the ‘Through-the 
Dealer Sales Plan' of merchandising electrical 
appliances for the home; and 

“Be It Further Resolved, that the ‘Through- 
the-Dealer Sales Plan' be printed in pamphlet 
form and distributed to the electrical industry 
as our contribution to the successful solution 
of this tremendous residential market develop- 
ment." 
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COW TESTING ASSOCIATION 
IN MADERA BRINGS RESULTS 


In a recent letter to Madera County 
dairymen some very interesting figures 
were given which show the value of cow 
testing. The Madera Cow Testing Asso- 
ciation was started last Fall with 38 dairy- 
men and efforts are being made to include 
practically every dairyman in the county 
in the coming year's activities. 

The letter follows: 


“The November 1926 report of the Dairy 
Department of the Madera County Farm Bu- 
reau showed that the 1,168 cows in the herds 
of the farmers produced 598,809 pounds of 
milk and 22,685.7 pounds of butterfat or an 
average of 502 pounds of milk and 19.4 pounds 
of butterfat for the month. 

“Since November the average milk and but- 
terfat production averages have increased 
steadily until in July, 1927, the 1,046 cows in 
the herds produced 828,098 pounds of milk and 
28,926.7 pounds of butterfat, or an average of 
792 pounds of milk and 7.6 pounds of butterfat 
per cow per month. 

“The average milk production jumped from 
502 pounds in November to 792 pounds in July, 
making an increase of 280 pounds of milk per 
cow or 54.7 per cent increase. 

“The average butterfat production in July 
was 27.6 pounds as compared to 19.4 pounds 
in November, making an increase of 8.2 pounds 
per cow or 42 per cent. 

“The total milk production jumped 229,289 
pounds, or 38 per cent from November to July 
and with 122 less cows. 

“The total butterfat production was 6,241 
pounds greater in July than it was in Novem- 
ber, and with 122 less cows. 

“In dollars and cents this means that at the 
July price of 52 cents for butterfat, the 1,046 
cows in the Association in July were bringing 
in $3,276.53 more money than were the 1,168 
cows in November, and the dairymen were 
making an additional monthly saving of $15 
per cow for feed, management and overhead, 
which for 122 cows made $1,830. Adding this 
to the butterfat increase makes a total of 
$5,106.52 that the 38 dairymen belonging to 
the cow testing association made during July 
in excess of what they made in November. 

“Friday, October 28 at 12 o’clock noon, at 
the Chowchilla Community Club House in Cen- 
tral Colonies, the Dairy Department will have 
its annual meeting with a dairy lunch, annual 
report, speakers and entertainment. Every 
dairyman and person in Madera County inter- 
ested in the dairy industry invited." 


Father: “Goodness! What's the matter? 
The house is filled with smoke." 

Mother: “1 just heard Willie say he had 
Pittsburgh on the radio." 
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COALINGA LINEMEN SAVE 
LIVES OF GASSED OIL MEN 


А recent accident in the Coalinga Dis- 
trict demonstrates the great value of first 
aid training and artificial respiration. 

Four oil company employees were in- 
stalling a new oil tank which became filled 
with gas while the men were at lunch. 
"The first man into the tank was overcome 
but managed to attract the attention of his 
fellows before becoming unconscious. Two 
men went in after him and succeeded in 
getting him out when they also were over- 
come, falling back into the tank. The 
fourth member of the crew called the help 
of a San Joaquin Power crew working 
near the tank. 

Hurrying to the scene, Guy King, one 
of the linemen, cut the top of the tank 
and passed slings around the bodies of the 
oil men who were lifted to the tank cover. 
Artificial respiration was at once started 
by Floyd Howe and George Georgatos, 
linemen, working under the direction 
of J. W. Howe, line foreman. After 30 
minutes’ work the oil men were breathing 
and ready to be moved to a hospital. The 
men were in a serious condition when res- 
cued from the tank as they were no longer 
breathing and their jaws were so set that 
they had to be pried open and a piece of 
wood placed between their teeth. 

'The ability of the linemen to apply re- 
suscitation and the presence of mind of 
Foreman Howe amply prove the value of 
training in first aid work. 


SHELL OIL MOTORIZES 
PLANTS AT OILFIELDS 
The Shell Oil Company at Oilfields in 
the Coalinga District has replaced a 200- 
kilowatt individual electric plant and sev- 
eral gas engines with electric power from 
the Midland Counties Public Service Cor- 
poration. This installation required the 
erection of 600 feet of new 11,000 volt 
line to the distributing system of the hold- 
ings, and provides 1,000 kilowatts ‘for 
pumping, jack plants, shops and lighting. 


Reason ENOUGH 
“Thankful! What have I got to be 
thankful for? I can’t pay my bills.” 


“Then, man alive, be thankful you are 
not one of your creditors.” 


The Pipe That Creeps 


Balch Penstock Line Constantly in Motion as Result of Expansion 
and Contraction Through Temperature Variation. 


RECENT inspection of Balch penstock 

line showed no leaks in the more 

than 200 joints in this great pipe 
line although it carries a river of water 
from the tunnel down a mountain side 
through crooks and bends to the power 
house in the canyon below. 

An interesting engineering problem in 
connection with the design and construc- 
tion of the penstock at Balch Plant is found 
in the method employed in sealing the 
joints against leakage and in taking care 
of the expansion of the pipe. 

While each length of pipe is built to 
withstand pressure varying according to 
its location in the penstock line the joints 
also must withstand an equal amount of 
pressure which in the lower sections 
reaches a maximum of 1030 pounds to the 
square inch. Another element that rend- 
ers this problem more difficult is the fact 
that the entire penstock line is constantly 
moving. While the motion is scarcely per- 
ceptible то the unaided eye, instruments 
soon show that the pipe changes in length 
with each variation in temperature. 

It is calculated that the Balch penstock 
line could move as much as 3 feet 2 inches 
in its total length of 4882 feet during a 
change of temperature of 100 degrees. 
Such changes must be provided for or this 


great main soon would buckle and force 
itself from its foundations by sheer ex 
pansion. What to do with the additional 
three feet of pipe during the summer o: 
how to provide for the reduced length o: 
pipe during the cold of winter were prob- 
lems that called for careful calculations on 
the part of the engineers. 


SEALED WITH RUBBER 


Expansive movement in the pipe throw: 
considerable strain on the joints especially 


THE FLANGE JOINT 
Two strips of rubber packing seal these bolted joints 
used in high pressure sections, 
in the high pressure sections near the 
power house. Upper sections of the pen 
stock under lower pressures are riveted at 
the joints making practically a solid pipe 
between expansion joints and bends. Joints 
at bends and in the lower sections passing 
under the river are made by means ot 
heavy bolted flanges sealed by a double 
packing of two rubber rings set in machincd 


Leather seol 
{clamped here 
~ 


As the penstock expands or contracts the longitudinal movement is provided for through the sliding of either 


the inserted section or the casing. 
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A ring of leather compressed between clamps effects the water seal. 
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THE BRANCH CASTING BEFORE ASSEMBLY 


Grooves for rubber seal rings are shown in this Y, the 
larger opening of which is 48 inches in diameter, and 


the two smaller openings 34 inches each. This large 
casting was machined to a thousandth part of an inch. 


grooves cut in the faces of the flanges. 
One strip of rubber is tightly compressed 
as the flanges are drawn together by the 
stay bolts while the inside ring of rubber 
is forced into a groove cut into each flange 
an equal distance and open on the inside 
of the pipe. The inside ring is placed after. 
the pipe is assembled. Pressure of water 
against the rubber packing protects the in- 
side seal against leakage. This inside ring 
may be renewed in case the rubber rots or 
becomes damaged while the compressed 
ring cannot be removed without loosening 
the joint. Access to the inside of the pen- 
stock is through manholes placed at con- 
venient intervals in the line. 


SLIDING JOINTS 


Movement of the penstock line as a re- 
sult of expansion from changes in tempera- 
ture is provided for by means of slip or 
expansion joints consisting of accurately 
machined segments of welded steel pipe 


EXPANSION JOINTS AT A BEND 


Movement of the pipe above and below this bend is 
taken care of by two sliding joints. 
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fitted closely into a cast steel casing. The 
water seal is made by means of a strip of 
leather clamped into a packing chamber. 
'The diameter of the expansion joints on 
the Balch penstock varies from 34 inches 
to 60 inches. 

The total expansion in the penstock line 
is divided into fifteen sections which re- 
duces the maximum expansion of any one 
joint to from 2 to 5% inches, depending 
on the length of the sections between ex- 
pansion joints. 


ON CONCRETE FOUNDATION 


Each section of penstock between ex- 
pansion joints is mounted оп heavy 
reinforced concrete anchors which really 
act as foundations for the column of pen- 
stock and water above it. The pipe rides 
on piers set 30 to 40 feet apart between 
the anchors, movement of the pipe being 
provided for by means of shoes and saddles 
at each pier. These contact points are 
lubricated with heavy grease which per- 
mits easy movement. 

The total weight of the penstock line 
is 1854 tons and the weight of the column 
of water in the pipe is estimated to be 2450 
tons. 

Each joint of pipe was specially machined 
to fit in its place and each bolt hole reg- 
istered within a very small fraction of an 
inch. That this column of water moving 
at the rate of 200 cubic feet per second is 
being carried down the canyon side of the 
Kings River a distance of 4882 feet with 


а total drop of 2258 feet with scarcely any 


leakage, is a tribute to modern engineering 
practice and fine workmanship. 


Trouble always 

finds the Wise Man 

Too Busy tc see 
him 


IFORNIA 


Electricity's Cost Lowest in History 


Leader of Industry Says Official Figures Refute Assertion that 
Domestic Users Are Overcharged 


By FRANK L. DAME 
President of the North American Company 


An axiom of political campaigning is that, 
lacking other issues, it is always safe to at- 
tack "the interests." 

Al large groups of business can at some 
time expect to be the subject of such criticism. 
The most recent of the "interests" issues to be 
raised has been directed against the electric 
light and power industry, and among several 
charges raised in legislative halls has been the 
assertion that while the cost of living has de- 
clined in great measure since 1920, averaging 
rates for domestic electric lighting have not 
decreased in proportion. This is held to be the 
operation of an iniquitous "power trust." Con- 
siderable attention was given to this charge, 
but little to the official reply of the power com- 
panies as embodied in the report of the Rate 
Research Committee of the National Electric 
Light Association, which was presented be- 
fore its convention in June. 


LOWEST RATES IN HISTORY 


This authoritative paper shows the above 
charge cannot be substantiated, and that, as a 
matter of fact, the average domestic electric 
lighting rate for the United States is now lower 
than it has ever been. It shows also that while 
all commodities were soaring in price during the 
war period, the average household lighting 
rate for the United States advanced but % of 
1 per cent in 1916, and less than 1 per cent 
additional in 1917. Both of these increases were 
more than offset by a decline in 1918 of over 
2% per cent. In 1920 an advance of about 2% 
per cent occurred, but this increase was offset 
by decreases in 1922, and there have been con- 
tinuous decreases since then. 

Taking the 1913 dollar as 100 per cent, the 
average cost of living for this country, based 
on official government figures, was 208 per 
cent in 1920 and 175 per cent in 1926. On the 
same 1913 dollar basis the cost of household 
electricity theoretically was 8 cents per kilo- 
watt-hour in 1913 and 4 cents in 1926. Had 
the cost of such current increased since 1913 in 
proportion to the cost of living the present rate 
would be in the neighborhood of 15 cents a 
kilowatt-hour rather than 7.4 cents, the actual 
average for the country in 1926. The differ- 
ence between these represents more than $500,- 
000,000 which the consumer would have been 
forced to pay had not electric rates been kept 
far below the increases in practically all com- 
modities that go into the cost of living. 


REDUCTIONS VOLUNTARY 


Limitations of space naturally do not permit 
going into this report in detail, but it is an 
absolute refutation cf the charges that have 
been leveled against the rates of the industry. 


Google 


14 


One can only regret that it is too long for gen- 
ета! public consumption. 

'There are, perhaps, 18,000,000 people in this 
country who pay electric light bills. It would 
be unfortunate if the impression should be had 
by them that they are being treated unfairly, 
when, as matter of fact, no other commodity or 
service entering into the family budget shows 
a similar decrease over a long period of years. 
It has been the policy of the North American 
System, as well as other large power systems, 
as operating costs are reduced year by year 
through the installation of more efficient gen- 
erating plants and more economical methods 
of operation, to share the benefits with con- 
sumers by voluntary reducing rates. 


LOWEST IN INDUSTRIAL AREAS 


Contrary to general opinion, the lower rates 
to large industrial users of electricity аге 
more remunerative to the electric companies 
than the rates to domestic users. We have 
single industrial customers using as much cur- 
rent annually as the entire household lighting 
load of large cities, and it is not unusual with 
large power companies that a few thousand, 
or even a few hundred, industrial users con- 
sume more current than the several hundred 
thousand domestic users. For this reason 
the residence rates will invariably be found to 
be lower in cities of greatest industrial activity 
than in non-industrial cities or areas. 

There may be a rare individual case or two 
where local household rates have not been 
adjusted properly, but taking the country as 
a whole and considering that the average 
household electric bill approximates but $2.50 
a month, a sum which may barely cover the 
carrying charges of the service, I am quite 
sure that the householder in general has no 
legitimate complaint against electric rates.— 
Reprinted from New York Telegram, Sept. 24. 
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Fair Time Is Here 


Communities of the San Joaquin Valley Vie With Each Other in 
Exhibits of Choicest Products of the Soil 


ARKING the progress each year in 
the San Joaquin Valley is a chain 
of district and county fairs, held 

in important centers of the valley at various 
dates during the harvest season, that are 
regarded as among the finest in the coun- 
try. Each year these exhibits of the pro- 
duce of the valley grow in importance as 
better displays are garnered from the sec- 
tions they represent, and each year crowds 
in increasing numbers are attracted to the 
shows. 


'The various communities are spreading 
before the world for inspection and approv- 
al the pick of their products, developing a 
competition and rivalry that stimulates bet- 
ter results in future exhibitions. Grounds 
and buildings representing large invest- 
ments are provided for the proper showing 
of exhibits and comfort and entertainment 
of the visitors. These fairs have become in- 
stitutions of great value to San Joaquin 
Valley development. 


'This year Merced and Madera Counties 
have joined hands in staging a four-day ex- 
hibition from September 21 to 25 at Chow- 
chilla. The fair grounds have been im- 
proved and preparations made for the most 
representative showing of Merced and Ma- 
dera County products ever assembled. 


Kern County has expended $65,000 
for a new exhibition hall 
and other improvements 
preparatory to the Kern 
County Fair, September 13 to 
17. This fair set a new stand- 
ard of excellence not only in 
the greater variety of products, 
but in the artistic arrangement 
of the displays. The attend- 
ance broke all past records, in- 
dicating the growing interest 
in this annual event. 

'Tulare County has made 
elaborate preparations for the 
annual fair at Tulare, Sep- 
tember 20 to 24, at which 
it planned to outclass any pre- 
vious attempts in this district. 


» Google 


'Tulare County has a wide variety of pro- 
ducts to draw from, the dairy section being 
particularly noteworthy. Some of the fin- 
est cattle in the State are shown at Ти- 
lare. 

At Fresno District Fair, September 26 
to October 1, representation from practical- 
ly every section of the central San Joaquin 
Valley will be entered in an exhibition of 
products ranking second only to the great 
State Fair at Sacramento. A notable fea- 
ture at this fair is a gigantic concrete tank 
where various pumping equipment is dem- 
onstrated. This is the largest exhibit of its 
kind in the country. 

In the exhibition halls communities have 
arranged individual exhibits showing the 
finest specimens of their products. Manu- 
facturing, mining, arts and crafts and 
school exhibits also are given considerable 
space. 

Entertainment features, too, have been 
provided in the form of racing, acrobatic 
stunts, music and other special attractions 
that are always enjoyed by the throngs. San 
Joaquin Power again will contribute to the 
comforts of the visitors by conducting а 
'Tea Garden on the same location as in 
previous years. Here will be dispensed re- 
freshing tea brewed in true Chinese fashion. 
No charge is made for this service,—all are 
invited to be guests. 


RIVERS OF WATER FOR IRRIGATION. 


Exhibit interesting to agriculturists is huge concrete tank at Fresno 
District Fair where electric pumping equipment is demonstrated. 
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Теа served amid palms and pines is San Joaquin Power feature at Fresno District Fair 
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A restful spot at Fresno District Fair created by San Joaquin Power for the comfort of visitors 


Google Nol 


18 


И тоге {һап опе copy is coming to you or your family, 


will you kindly notify us so that we may cancel from 
our lists extra copies not needed. 


Address all communications, San Joaquin Power 


Magazine, Fresno, 

Ат С. Јоу - - - Editor and Manager 
бурмеу W. GREEN - - - Associate Editor 
Subscription - - - - - - - $1.00 Per Year 
Single Copies - - - - - - - - - - - 10 Сепіз 
Vor. ІХ September, 1927 No. 9 


THE SEASON OF FAIRS 


This is the season of fairs, with the State 
Fair at Sacramento now a matter of history, 
which records it as one of the most success- 
ful State fairs ever held. Success is too of- 
ten measured in terms of attendance, and 
by this standard the State Fair of 1927 
succeeded beyond all expectations. But it 
was a success, too, by the infinitely more 
appealing standard of number, variety and 
excellence of exhibits and in features of en- 
tertainment. 


'There was, of course, an auto show, 
with all the newest models on display. But 
what do you suppose was the really big at- 
traction? Not the auto show, but the 
horse show. Poor old Dobbin, who is sup- 
posed generally to have been put into the 
discard or the glue factory by gasoline 
competition, has come back into popularity 
—presumably as a curiosity. Anyway, 
thousands of persons crowded into the Fair 
Grounds for the horse show every night. 


It is a matter of pride to the San Joa- 
quin Valley that ranking second to the 
State Fair and yielding little to it in at- 
tractiveness is the Fresno District Fair. Its 
opening is close at hand, and there is every 
indication that it, too, will surpass all 
former efforts. Manager Т. К. La Senay's 
report of the number and variety of ex- 
hibits and of the widespread interest being 
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shown both by communities and business 
firms, testifies to the generally healthy and 
optimistic state of the Valley's affairs. 
Kern County's fair at Bakersfield, the 
combined Merced and Madera County fair 
at Chowchilla, the Tulare fair at Tulare, 
Caruthers’ own fair for its section, and 
the San Luis Obispo fair in the Coast ter- 
ritory, all are promising better displays 
and entertainment than ever before. And 
all of them help in one great respect: They 
bring our people together to realize their 
community interest, to give expression to 
their home-land pride, to appreciate the 
diversity of business and agriculture that 
makes for their community’s existence. 
Everybody should attend his own dis- 
trict’s fair. He should understand it, en- 
joy it, get fun out of it, and at the same 
time take it and its purpose seriously. 


SAN JOAQUIN TEA AGAIN 

As is customary, the San Joaquin Light 
and Power Corporation is to conduct its 
tea booth at the Fresno County Fair. It 
will be located in the same shady spot, near 
the entrance on the main promenade. 
Women get weary roaming around the 
Fair Grounds. Here is an ideal place for 
them to sit and rest and enjoy a cup of 
hot fragrant tea as guests of our com- 
pany. It’s just a little service that we enjoy 
giving, and everybody is welcome. 


THE FRIENDLY BUSINESS 


In every line of business today much 
emphasis is placed upon “public relations." 
Departments of "public relations" are 
maintained not only by many utilities com- 
panies, but by oil companies, department 
and chain stores, manufacturing concerns, 
banks, and nearly every other line of bus- 
iness having widespread contact with the 
public. And because the phrase is some- 
what high-sounding and also somewhat 
enigmatic, and because it runs hand-in-hand 
with modern salesmanship patter concern- 
ing “customer contact,” “institutional sell- 
ing,” etc., it brings from the mystified and 
curious outsider frequent inquiry as to its 
meaning. 

After all, the explanation is simple 
enough. Primarily, the “public relations” 
work of any business is the conducting of 
that business in such fashion as to inspire 
public confidence in it—confidence in its 
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integrity, its sincere desire to serve, and its 
respect for and friendliness to its customers. 
And of these confidence-inspiring factors, 
the greatest is friendliness. The integrity of 
any big, long-established business concern 
can be taken for granted, as can also its 
desire to serve, which means a desire to 
do business. It may also have a.profound 
respect for its customers, but unless it is 
friendly in a warm and human way, it is 
merely in but not of its community, and it 
has no place in the community’s heart. 

Consider our own business. It is a huge 
business, with many ramifications. It comes 
into intimate contact with virtually every 
man, woman and child in a vast territory. 
About electricity there is something mys- 
terious; and in the conduct of our business 
many things which are simplicity itself to 
those of us who are in it are puzzling prob- 
lems to outsiders. Rate schedules, rules and 
regulations are not generally understood. 
Questions concerning them—and such 
questions arise frequently—should be an- 
swered always willingly, clearly, and with 
the enthusiasm with which any expert dis- 
cusses his line with an interested but un- 
informed friend or neighbor. People like 
to know the "why" of things. In our bus- 
iness they are entitled to know. And in the 
manner of the telling the employee can 
make a friend by being one, or he can make 
a potential enemy by assuming the cold, 
lofty, superior, patronizing attitude which 
the picturesque slang of the day terms “the 
high hat." 

But not all contacts are with the seekers 
for information, or the customers who have 
complaints. The great majority are merely 
casual. We meet customers at our cash- 
ier's counter, or our new business counter; 
we meet them at their homes or in their 
shops through our inspectors and our meter 
readers; we meet them at public gatherings, 
or at social affairs, or in hotel lobbies, or 
on the street. And as we meet them and 
greet them, with a friendliness that is sin- 
cere or an aloofness that is an affectation 
for which an exaggerated ego is responsible, 
so do we create an impression of our com- 
pany. For the company is what we who 
work for it make it—friendly or cold, 
courteous or discourteous, efficient or in- 
efficient. By us and our conduct it is 
judged. 

Every department is a “public relations 
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department.” Every employee is a public 
relations worker. Understanding this, let 
us put the phrase away, lest even in our 
own minds it create the impression of 
studied politeness, studied courtesy, studied 
and therefore insincere manifestations of 
friendliness. Let us be to the public as we 
are to each other—friendly, because it is 
our nature to be friendly; courteous because 
of our breeding and our inborn desire for 
the respect of our fellow men; efficient be- 
cause our work and our pride demand it. 
If anything is to be studied, let it be ways 
and means of improving service and our 
own individual knowledge of the business. 


The public confidence and respect and 
liking which we are striving to maintain 
for our business demand only application of 
the Golden Rule by the individual em- 
ployee to his daily conduct. 


THE MINIMUM RATE 


Consumers who have been away on long 
summer vacations, during which their 
homes have been unoccupied, with no elec- 
tricity being used, frequently come in to 
our office to protest a bill for service dur- 
ing that period. And then it falls to the 
duty of somebody to explain the minimum 
rate, which is not generally understood but 
is accepted as thoroughly fair once the ex- 
planation is made. Nobody relishes the idea 
of paying for something he has not received, 
which is usually the first statement of the 
protest. But the minimum rate isn’t any 
such demand at all. To the contrary, it is 
payment for certain definite things which 
are an essential part of the service. 

It pays for the availability of service. 
Like the house for which the customer may 
be paying rent, his electricity is ready on 
his return, responding instantly to the 
pushing of a button. 

The company’s equipment, which is part 
of its investment, is there, tied up for the 
customer, waiting his convenience. Meters 
must be read, books must be kept, salaries 
paid to the men and women who are con- 
stantly on the job to guarantee that the 
service will respond to the pushing of the 
button. 

Intangibles, perhaps, are these services 
which the minimum rate pays for, but they 
are very real, very necessary—and they give 
the consumer full value for the charge. 


Playing in the Snow of Mt. Rainier 


Тао San Joaquin Valley Girls Journey a Long Way to Indulge in 
W inter Sports During July 


By Louise THOMSON ` 


To speak of traveling from Fresno where 
the temperature averaged 100 degrees daily to 
a place where the snow reached the second 
story window of the hotel and entrance had to 
be gained through a snow tunnel, and all in 
the space of a week’s time, may sound somewhat 
exaggerated if not impossible, but it is a true 
chronicle of our trip to the Northwest. 

The first stop on our journey was Portland, 
from which we started on the 210-mile Mt. 
Hood drive, an all-day trip which takes one 
for sixty-five miles along the Columbia River 
Highway. All along the river could be seen 
salmon wheels, evidences of the important sal- 
mon industry there. And to see more of this 
industry we visited a fish hatchery, where mil- 
lions of salmon are hatched annually and turned 
into the river. 

An engineer would be particularly interested 
in the highway construction. Just one very un- 
usual feat is the tunnel at Mitchell’s Point, 
nearly 400 feet long, with five windows over- 
looking the Columbia River, the whole thing 
carved out of solid rock. We were told that 
the work was all done without blasting, to 
avoid shattering the rocks. The only similar 
piece of work is the Axenstrasse tunnel in 
Switzerland, which, however, has only three 
windows. 

The next day we took a trip around Portland, 
“the city of roses.” The official rose of the city 
is the Caroline Testout, a beautiful deep pink 
rose, and that variety is found in almost every 
yard. The water reservoir in the city is banked 
with roses, while climbing roses cover poles 
throughout the town. Hydrangeas of a very 


vivid blues were much in evidence, the bright 
color, it is said, being caused by iron in some 
form about the roots. I wonder whether raisins 
would serve the same purpose. 

From Portland we went to Tacoma and then 
to Paradise Inn at Mt. Rainier, where we found 
the snow in unbelievable quantities. The work 
of clearing the roads with snow shovels had 
been started the first of April in order to be 
ready for automobile travel by the middle of 
June. 

In the afternoon one of the guides took a 
party to Paradise Glacier, and, of course, being 
from California, we wanted all the snow we 
could get, so we joined the party. We were 
outfitted with true mountaineer clothes, covered 
our faces with cold cream to avoid tan and 
wore dark glasses. The thirty-four members 
of the party would have taken a prize in any 
"horribles" parade, but there was a consola- 
tion in knowing that everyone else looked a: 
horrible as we did. The guide copied as much 
as possible the Swiss Alps guides, even to the 
shaving brush effect in the front of his cap. 

We visited Seattle and Victoria, shopping in 
the delightful Olde Curiosity Shop, and drove 
through the famous Butchart gardens. And all 
too soon it was time to start home again. 

The trip from Seattle to San Francisco was 
made by boat, and we luckily escaped sea- 
sickness since there was no rough sailing. At 
one meal Fresno turkey appeared on the menu; 
so of course we ordered that. As we came into 
the Golden Gate, the weather was slightly fog- 
£y, but by the time the boat docked, the sun was 
out, and it was an ideal San Francisco day. 


Vacationing in the Northwest 


Miss Louise Thomson and Miss Anita Kunz, who 
journeyed a long way to play in the snow of Mt. 
Rainier. 

The upper left is Paradise Inn during July where the 
vacationers donned mountain togs for a hike. 

A playmate of the party is shown on the left and on 
the right is Miss Thomson ready for the climb. 
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BAKERSFIELD 
МАРЕГХ App, Reporter 


ding-dong of the old 
soon be heard and 


The 
will 


school bell 
the blue gingham 
pinafore and “scuf- 
fers” will make their 
appearance on our 
streets within the 
next fortnight, all of 
which means that the 
old vacation season 
is drawing to a close 
with very few casu- 
alties and no fatal- 
ities to report. The 
office is a picture of healthy tan, snappy eyes 
and lively steps which is an indication of that 
old pep and snap of accomplishment and the 
joy of life. у 

E. M. Austin, collection * ної spent 
his vacation on the Klamath River and en- 
joyed some fine fishing. | 


Eria K. Ball, ste- 
nographer, had great 
stories to tell about 
her vacation, so we 
communicated with her 
photographer and ob- 
tained the accompany- 
ing photo which shows 
her in front of one of 
Long Beach's popular 
hotels. While no in- 
formation was avail- 
able as to where Eria 
was going, it is re- 
ported that this was 
the dress she wore to 
the great ћогзезћое 
contest for which Long 
Beach is famous. 


Liston Powell spent 
his vacation at home, 
taking care of small 
son Mike. Liston is 
trying to figure out 
what vacations are 


MISS ERIA BALL 
Leaving her hotel at Long for. 


Beach to attend horseshoe 
contest. J. P. Kastl, power 


salesman, took a trip to Chicago and returned 
by way of Omaha, where he joined his wife, 
who has been spending the summer there, vis- 
ited their many relatives, reaching Bakersfield 
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early in the month after a very enjoyable trip. 

A. L. Pomeroy spent two weeks in San Fran- 
cisco, where he joined his wife, who has been 
in the northern city for a couple of months. 

Bill Eaves, who has been with the company 
the past year as meter reader, is leaving for 
Bryan, Texas, where he will attend the Allen 
Military Academy, completing his high school 
work and preparing for a commission as second 
lieutenant in reserve army. Bill was previ- 
ously a student in this school for four years. 

Wayne Bradley, accounting clerk, has left 
to take a position with the water company in 
Bellevedere Gardens, suburb of Los Angeles. 
'The office force presented Wayne with a very 
nice pen and pencil. 

Lillian Stonehocker, who has been in this of- 
fice for the past two months, is leaving soon to 
take the place of Mrs. Nelson, formerly of the 
Wasco office. ы, ЖА z 


RETAIL STORE 


All of the employes of the Retail Store are 
back from their vacations, happy and ready 
for the year’s work. Damage done by the fire 


.has been repaired and the store put back in 


good shape. А full line of electric refrigera- 
tors has been received, plenty to meet the de- 
mand. 

Lloyd Morris divided his vacation between 
Sequoia National Park and a trip up the coast. 

Mr. and Mrs. DeCourcy and their two chil- 
dren spent their vacation in Los Angeles and 
the beaches. 

Ted Cassimus, who has been transferred here 
from the Fresno office, spent his vacation in 
San Francisco. 

The Retail Store has a very attractive booth 
at the County Fair, consisting of electric ге- 
frigerators, electric ranges and appliances and 
gas stoves. 


BAKERSFIELD AND KERN ELECTRIC RAILWAY 


Vacations among the B. & K. employees have 
just about been concluded. 

Byron Peevy, mechanical department em- 
ployee, spent the first half of August in Long 
Beach and other points in Southern California. 
V. N. Mickelberry, superintendent, and family 
visited Santa Cruz, San Francisco and Salinas 
during the latter part of August, returning 
home August 29. 

R. T. and A. T. Harris, the B. & K. twins, 
who departed for the old home state of Mis- 


22 


souri August 15, have written that they arrived 
safely after nine days of strenuous travel. 


BAKERSFIELD STEAM PLANT 


G. B. Clark and family motored to Pismo 
Beach, then to Los Angeles and Southern 
beaches and Fairview on Kern River. Clark 
reports a fine trip and good fishing. 

John Nelson spent his vacation in San Fran- 
cisco, W. K. Fraser and family to the beaches 
and southern parts of the state, John Stew- 
ard and family to the South, A. J. Crum 
and wife to the southern part of the state, F. 
L. Houser and family to Crane Valley, where 
they had all the bass they wanted and some 
to give away. All reported a fine trip. 

We were all sorry to hear of the death of 
Mrs. Audry McLemon, sister of M. L. Crum, 
chief operators, and daughter of W. S. Crum, 
engineer, who passed away August 20, 1927, 
after a long illness. 


ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT 


Howard Stoddard has returned after spend- 
ing his vacation in San Bernardino and Long 
Beach. 

Laura Mason is back from a week's vaca- 
tion spent in Los Angeles and the Southern 
beaches. 

Dick Barnes and family are vacationing on 
Green Horn Mountain. 

Jack Martin is spending his vacation at 
Catalina. 

Coming as a com- 
plete surprise was the 
marriage of Bill 
Krausse to Margaret 
Myers, which occur- 
red on Thursday, Au- 
gust 4. After a two 


weeks’ honeymoon 
trip in the North they 
returned to Bakers- 
field to make their 


CANYON POWER HOUSE 
Reported by Ross LATHROP 


During the month Mr. Hubbert, from Fresno, 
R. R. Wyllie and others were busy on the new 
cottage. The work was completed August 19 
and the Lathrop family moved into their new 
quarters next day before the house was painted 
outside; they couldn’t wait for that. But it is 
painted now, Ole Rohloff doing the work. 

On the evening of Au- 
gust 26 a very enjoyable 
time was had by the 
members of the K. V. A. 
Club of Bakersfield at 
the Canyon dance hall. 
Dancing, cards and other 
forms of entertainment 
were enjoyed by about two hundred members. 
Pete Caulfield was kept busy making and dis- 
pensing punch. He did not tell how he made 
it, but they all came back for more. 
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Those taking vacations during the month 
were F. C. Kimble, to Los Angeles; D. УУ. 
Armagast to San Francisco, and C. W. Roller 
at Burell. R. M. Kahler says he visited his 
aunt in Bakersfield. Home girls seem to be 
good enough for Kahler. 


BAKERSFIELD GAS DEPARTMENT 


W. F. Tyler, together with Mrs. Tyler and 
son Jim, spent a very pleasant two weeks' va- 
cation in the Mono Lake Country. 

Clarence Monteith 

is the champion Kern 
River fisherman of 
Kern County, having 
caught the biggest one 
so far this year. The 
official measurement of 
this fish after it was 
dressed and brought 
to Bakersfield was 
twenty-two inches. 
The photo shows Mr. 
Monteith with the fish 
together with another 
almost as large. 
. Ernest Rosenberg is 
taking a two weeks’ 
vacation at Meudell 
Camp on Greenhorn 
with Dick Barnes. 
Leonard White also 
spent his vacation on 
Greenhorn, and James 
“Meter” Ноһагѕа11 
is taking his vacation 
in Los Angeles. 
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CLARENCE MONTEITH 
and his rainbow trout. 


FRESNO DISTRICT 
С. К. Worden, Reporter 

Vacation time is practically over and every- 
one from the consumers’ department has re- 
ported a wonderful time and has returned 
full of pep and enthusiasm for the coming year. 
From reports it would appear that Santa Cruz 
and San Francisco are the most popular rendez- 
vous this season. Among those who visited the 
above mentioned cities were Audrey McBride, 
Emily Stebbins, L. G. Baker, Dan Legler, Mrs. 
Bigelow and Mrs. Boysen. 

E. C. Van Buren joined his family at Santa 
Cruz, where they have been for the past few 
months, and motored from there to San Fran- 
cisco and other Bay points. 

E. E. Drummond, after hearing Bill Early's 
report of California Hot Springs, decided that 
he would spend his vacation in that vicinity, 
and reports a nice rest. 

L. L. Headley and T. M. Smith both report 
a very wonderful vacation in and around 
Boulder Creek and the Big Basin. Mr. Headley 
included Monterey and Pacific Grove in his 
itinerary. 

James Gleason motored to San Francisco and 
from there to Los Angeles and San Diego. He 
also took in Tijuana. He reports a very pleas- 
ant trip. Camille Maher also was a visitor at 
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Tijuana and motored back up the coast to 
Carmel-by-the-Sea and Monterey. 


Marjorie Klum divided her vacation between 
San Francisco and Los Angeles, but says that 
she likes the Bay districts best. 


Rosalie Schmidt and Dorothy Edwards mo- 
tored to Hermosa 
Beach and spent 
most of their time 
swimming. Dot says 
she has gained four 
pounds and has de- 
cided to immediately 
go on a diet. 

Mrs. Bessie Will- 
iams and family 
spent their vacation 
at Huntington Lake and all had a good rest. 

Isobel Slaven and Mrs. Coppin spent their 
vacations in and around the Bay Districts. 
Marie Turner included Long Beach and Pasa- 
dena in her vacation, where she visited with a 
school chum. 

W. E. Cunningham and family took an ex- 
tended motor tour of better than 2,800 miles and 
made a complete survey of the state of Ari- 
zona. This district is Bill's old stamping ground 
and while he saw a lot of old friends he was 
glad to get back to California. 

Thelma Cargile and Hazel Moxsy spent a 
very interesting and pleasant week in and 
around San Francisco. 


We have several new members in the con- 
sumers' department. Mrs. Charlotte Shunk and 
Aimee Ladouceur are both in the addresso- 
graph department. Louise Steinwand is doing 
temporary work in the consumers’ department. 
Miss Steinwand is from Coalinga and will soon 
have to return to take up her work as a teacher 
in the Coalinga schools. Betty Repshur, who has 
been doing temporary work with the consumers’ 
department during the summer, will return to 
her school at Malaga around the middle of 
September to resume her teaching. Norma Blua 
is another member of the consumers' department 
and has been doing some work for the Valley 
Electric as well as the Power company. 


Fortunately our sick list has not been very 
large this past month and Dorothy Dreblow 
and E. M. Henderson, who were absent for a 
few days, are again with us. 

Lloyd Martin, one of the Fresno District col- 
lectors, recently had an automobile accident in 
which he was pretty badly shaken up. He has 
been unable to return to the office as yet, but 
we understand that he is doing nicely and we 
trust that he will soon be back on the job. 


Nellie Priest, who for some time has been 
trying to make the scales reach the 100 pound 
mark, for the first time in her life found to her 
surprise that she now weighs 101 pounds. She 
says that she and Dot Edwards will have to get 
together on this diet subject, as she is entirely 
too heavy. Already they are reading all the 
ads they see on reducing. 
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SEVENTH FLOOR 


ЕТОКЕМСЕ App, Reporter 


Among the vacationists who have returned 
from foreign shores are: Amy Gunn of the 
telephone department, who spent two weeks in- 
haling the soft sea breezes at Santa Cruz. 


R. C. Denny, operating engineer, “railed- 
motored and boated” to the great Northwest, 
taking in Portland, Seattle, Vancouver and 
Victoria, where he visited several hydro plants 
and incidentally had a little visit with “Pappy” 
Johnson, formerly assistant secretary and now 
secretary and treasurer of the Washington and 
Oregon Water Service Company. 


H. S. Minor, superintendent of sub-station 
construction, fished and read ball “dope” at 
Tule River. 


H. L. Leatham, clerk in the operating con- 
struction department, together with Mrs. 
Leatham, motored to Salt Lake, Reno and all 
way stations, going by the northern route and 
returning by the southern. One thing which 
made a lasting impression is the fact that gas 
was 30 cents a gallon in Nevada. 


Jennie Sawyers, secretary to Superintendent 
E. R. Banks, and friend husband motored to 
San Diego, returning via Glendale, where they 
visited with friends. 


Jule Gleason, secretary to Superintendent 
Quinn, motored to Seattle and Vancouver. 


С. E. Schnell, designing engineer, went camp- 
ing in Tuolumne Meadows and had the pleas- 
ure of breaking the ice from the water bucket 
each morning. 


A lover of wild life who saw A. R. Polansky 
in action on the morning of September 2 was 
so grieved at the relentless assault of “Polly” 
on the defenseless little cooing doves that he 
was impelled to draw a picture of the tragedy. 
But Polly was so well pleased with the work 
of art that he is going to have it framed. He 
says it is all right except for the title which 
implies that either he is a dove or a dove is 
a human being. While he is still trying to fig- 
ure out just what constitutes “murder” he says 
he likes doves and will continue to shoot at ’em 
even though he misses occasionally. 


AN IMPRESSIONABLE ARTIST'S IDEA OF DOVE 
HUNTING, 
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Charles J. Lang, foreman of substation con- 
struction, and Mrs. Elsie N. Peterson, recently 
stole a march on their many friends and were 
quietly married, departing immediately there- 
after for a honeymoon in and around San 
Francisco. Their many friends take this oppor- 
tunity of extending to them all best wishes pos- 
sible. 

I. L. Mayfield, foreman of substation con- 
struction, was another employee who went 
north this season, motoring to Chehalis, Wash- 
ington. 

Clint Comstock, telephone repairman, mo- 
tored to San Francisco, where he took in the 
Radio Show. 

Violet Larson, secretary to L. R. Duncan, 
spent her vacation down “'оте” at Reedley on 
Kings River, where swimmin' is good. 

Through a recent communication addressed 
to C. E. Schnell it has been learned that E. K. 
Sadler, formerly of the San Joaquin Power en- 
gineering department and now of the Kelman 
Electric and Manufacturing Company of Los 
Angeles, is wrestling with a problem that is 
causing him much worry. While Sadler has 
demonstrated unusual inventive genius in 
solving difficult engineering problems and in 
devising various automatic controls for use in 
substations, it looks as if he is stuck this time. 
The big question that is causing Sadler to sit 
up nights is simply this: *How is one to know 
when baby Sadler has had sufficient food?" 
It may be news to many readers of this maga- 
zine to learn that there is a Sadler baby but 
Ernie has known it since July 20 when Miss 
Margaret Ann arrived and with her came the 
big problem that is troubling her dad. 

Unsolicited suggestions offered gratis by 
fellow engineers, who 
have gone so far as to 
illustrate their ideas, 
recommend that the 
baby be laid flat on 
the table and a surface 
gauge be applied to 
check the height of the 
tummy as the milk 
moves out of the 
The electric gauge is a bottle and into the baby. 

stroke of genius. Sadler objected to the 
surface gauge as being too technical favoring 
a caliper for general use. But the surface 


Sadler maintains that the caliper is too techncal. 
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gauge exponents came back with an improve- 
ment that may win everlasting praise because 
of its sheer brilliancy. It is suggested that the 
surface gauge be connected with an electric 
contact that will ring an alarm at the proper 
time and also turn off the milk. 

But Miss Margaret Ann raises loud and un- 
mistakable objections to any such silly experi- 
ments. Anybody who knows anything at all 
about babies knows that they should be filled 
up until they run over, and that is exactly her 
view in the matter. 


EIGHTH FLOOR 


Nira С. LETCHWORTH, Reporter 

Mrs. E. A. LaMour is back from a month's 
vacation, during which she visited her people 
in Michigan, spent several days in Chicago, 
and a week in Los Angeles. 

Frank Williams tells us of a most unusual 
vacation trip taking him eighty miles down the 
Mexican coast to Ensenada. The surf fishing 
in this country is unsurpassed, since few trav- 
ellers have braved the poor roads and the com- 
plexities of Mexican permits. Mr. and Mrs. 
Williams stopped at San Diego to visit Mrs. 
Williams’ parents, formerly of Worcester, 
Massachusetts. 

Ethel Kelly made a hasty trip to Kentucky 
on account of illness of her mother-in-law. 

The middle fork of the San Joaquin River 


MARTIN KEARNS AND 


“GOPHER” 
His name was ''Gopher" because his chief ambition 


was to “go fer" home. But Martin held on to the 
rope until he reached Rock Creek where he caught 
the limit of trout in two hours, 
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was fishing ground for Martin Kearns during 
his vacation. 

Los Angeles and the southern resorts are 
drawing more of our vacationists every month. 
Charlotte Clark drove to Long Beach during 
the forest fire which cut off the roads in the 
Ridge Route, and had to detour by the desert 
road through Bouquet Canyon. Her trip home 
was via the coast route to Paso Robles. 

J. E. DeGroot visited San Diego, Los Ange- 
les, and Tijuana, and reports the best of his 
vacation to have been the new picture, “The 
King of Kings.” (Sid Grauman will be billed 
for this publicity). 

Adeline Klein spent her vacation in Los 
Angeles and San Diego. 

Ray W. Morrison motored from Los Angeles 
up the Coast Route to San Francisco, visiting 
his brother and friends in the northern city. 

Bob Munce travelled by boat from San Fran- 
cisco to Los Angeles and then back again, with 
hardly time enough to recover from seasickness 
between trips. 

Among coast visitors were Clyda Weems, 
who drove to Pacific Grove with her sister, 
travelling to San Francisco for a few days; 
Gertrude Smith, who spent her vacation in 
Pismo Beach; Ruth Garrettson, who visited 
her sister in Santa Cruz; Helen Tabor, who, 
after visiting Santa Cruz, went with her moth- 
er to San Francisco; Maybelle Beckett, who 
travelled with Edna Ballard, formerly a Power 
Company employee, to Pacific Grove, Santa 
Cruz, and San Francisco. 

Bob Bell also spent his vacation in San Fran- 
cisco. 

Maybelle Beckett and Козе Dickson were 


joint hostesses to the "Les Hiboux" club at. 


Mrs. Dickson's home. Four new members were 
initiated, including Lillian Broeker, Thelma 
Cargile, Lois Smith, and Genevieve Sawyers. 

Walter Couse left the company on September 
1 to accept a position as secretary for the Yo- 
semite Portland Cement Corporation at its 
main office at Merced. 

Our most fearful casualty is the accident 


FISHING OFF THE COAST OF MEXICO 
Mrs. Frank Williams, Miss Dorothy Williams, and Frank Williams, of 


the accounting department, 
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таке а big haul. 
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which happened when Doc Morrison shot a hole 
through his finger while playing with a toy 
pistol. 

Marie Haile went to Medford, Oregon, and 
Painter Lake, visiting her aunt. On her return 
trip she drove down the Redwood Highway to 
Santa Cruz. 

An extensive motoring trip was taken by A. 
S. Walthall and A. B. Carpenter, who drove 
with their families north to Portland, Seattle, 
and Vancouver. 

A portion of the country few of us have vis- 
ited is Gualala, a hundred and twenty-five 
miles north of San Francisco in Mendocino 
County, and fifty miles from the nearest rail- 
way station. Pattie Munroe spent her vacation 
there, staying at one of the “dude ranches,” the 
Log Cabin Ranch, famed for ocean and stream 
fishing. 


GENERAL OFFICE 
HELEN Cowan, Reporter 

September finds everyone back at work and 
liberal with vacation stories. And the tales 
they tell are as various as their tastes in vaca- 
tions, ranging from the exhilaration of climb- 
ing high mountains to the delightfulness of 
lolling in a hammock, from fishing in old 
clothes to parading with the theatre crowd in 
brand new splurges. 

One of the most extensive trips in our or- 
ganization was that taken by Mr. and Mrs. 
A. G. Wishon, who spent a month in the north- 
ern mountains. After visiting Yellowstone and 
Glacier National Parks, their party went by 
motor to Banff and Lake Louise, through some 
of the most splendid country in America. From 
Vancouver Mr. and Mrs. Wishon returned to 
the valley by rail. 

F. H Pearson has returned from a trip up 
the Redwood Highway to Portland and Crater 
Lake with a yarn of catching one fish. From 
what we hear about that fish, though, he was 
worth more per square inch than any butcher 
charges. 

M. S. Babcock and L. J. Moore hiked togeth- 
er into the mountains back of 
Huntington Lake. With headquar- 
ters in the beautiful Vermillion 
Valley, they spent a week in this 
country, climbing and fishing. 
They report the limit every day, 
at a low estimate. 

Velma Lee drove to Pacific 
Grove with her sister for a 
week's vacation. Miss Olive Shook 
was at Pacific Grove for several 
days also, visiting there with 
Clyda and Laura Weems. 

Without aviation news we 
should feel very much behind the 
times. While none of our vaca- 
tionists report air voyages, we 
are glad that Shasta Hyatt was 
able to see the Dole flyers leave, 
so that we can mention it. 

Several vacations were spent 
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in the southern part of the state. May Booton 
drove with her sister to San Diego and the San 
Jacinto Mountains, where she stayed for several 
days at Idlewild. Rachel McCollum visited at 
Altadena, in the hills above Pasadena, and Hil- 
da Murray divided her time between Los Ange- 
les, Santa Barbara, and Riverside, driving 
north to Sonora before returning home. 

A. W. Uhrich went to Santa Rosa over Labor 
Day, visiting the Burbank gardens there. 

Charles Crowder has been transferred from 
elevator work to the mail department, taking 
the place of Berkman Howard, who was placed 
in the meter department. H. E. Rayner re- 
places Crowder in the elevators. 

Harry N. Carroll, who for several years 
was. connected with the power sales depart- 
ment of San Joaquin Power and early this year 
transferred to the power sales department of 
the San Francisco division of the Great West- 
ern Power Company, was made division man- 
ager of the San Francisco Division, effective 
September 1. 


FIFTH FLOOR 
Старуз Francis, Reporter 


The Fifth Floor went vacationing en masse 
the last two weeks of September. 

Lillian Broeker took in Los Angeles and way 
points. 

Mrs. J. B. Glasgow divided her time between 
Vancouver, Seattle, Portland and San Francisco. 

Lloyd Henley was at Hermosa Beach with his 
family. He managed to get over to Tijuana, 
however, and took in the dog races. Mr. Hen- 
ley says it only costs fifty cents to get in but 
considerable more to get out and he didn’t pick 
a single winner. 

L. O. Wolcott saw San Francisco and then 
drove down the Coast to Los Angeles and San 
Diego. He also contrived to get over the line. 
Nearly everyone seems to have been heading 
for the Northern and Southern border this year. 
One wonders. 

Lura Weems reported Pacific Grove ideal. 
She also spent a few days in San Francisco. 

Rose Dickson had another week due, so the 
first part of the month saw her in Los Angeles, 
and from there she went by boat to San Diego. 
Pearl Hine, who at one time was part of our 
organization, accompanied Rose. 

Bob Tilson was away from his desk several 
days in August sick, but is all right again. 


SIXTH FLOOR 
Дема Martin, Reporter 


Mrs. С. A. Willey has returned from a mo- 
tor trip into the high Sierras, going through 
Yosemite Valley over the Tioga road into 
Tuolumne Meadows and as far north as Mono 
Lake. 

A. Seklemian followed the same route, stay- 
ing at Tuolumne Meadows for a week. He and 
his party were forced to terminate their vaca- 
tion suddenly by a hungry bear which гап- 
sacked their camp. They also were caught in a 
snow storm while climbing Mt. Lyell, a peak 
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which rises to an elevation of more than 13,000 
feet. 

Della Martin drove to Los Angeles and Ven- 
tura during her vacation. 

The employees of the designing engineers’ 
department presented Andy Smith, formerly 
resident engineer at Balch Camp, with a 20- 
gauge shotgun when he resigned recently af- 
ter being with the company for more than eight 
years. Andy has gone to Los Angeles, where 
he is in business making special steel castings. 

Ruth Hayden, formerly reporter for the Sixth 
Floor, has been transferred from the stores of- 
fice to the general office of the Valley Elec- 
trical Supply Company. Grace Davidson is tak- 
ing her place temporarily. 

Edna Walsh spent her vacation the latter 
part of August in San Diego and Long Beach 
and says that that two weeks passed entirely 
too soon. 

Sallie Hanson stayed at home during her va- 
cation but the Hanson family is now motor- 
ing down in a new Buick Brougham. 

G. H. Grummett and Frank Edsall 
several days last month in Santa Maria. 


spent 


CONSTRUCTION SERVICE DEPT. 
W. A. Warner, Reporter 


Vacations are about over for this year as 
most of the employees from this department 
have completed their two weeks’ leave from 


P. S. Briggs, service 
foreman, spent the last 
week of his vacation 
up around San Fran- 
cisco. Phil took his 
golf sticks along to 
tune up on the Bav 
greens after laying off 
during the hot sum- 
mer months. 

Ned Cole, arc trimmer, went up into Yose- 
mite for a week, but was driven out on account 
of the forest fires at Mariposa. He spent the 
second week at Chico. 

A. M. Hensley, district foreman, spent one 
week making improvements at his already well 
arranged home, and the other week at San 
Francisco and Santa Cruz. 

L. W. Owens, local agent at Sanger, decided 
to take a real rest this year and stayed home. 

Miss Myrtle Jepsen, stenographer, spent two 
weeks at San Francisco. Miss Margaret Linden- 
muth, service clerk, enjoyed two weeks’ camp- 
ing at General Grant's Park. 

J. C. Heaslet, engineer and estimator, took a 
month to drive back and visit Mrs. Heaslet's 
folks at Montana. Yellowstone Park and other 
places of interest were included in their route. 

D. P. Quinlivan, assistant district foreman, 
C. E. Stockholm and W. A. Warner enjoyed 
the sea breeze at Capitola. Dan drove up to 
Frisco for a couple of days. “Stocky” spent one 
week at Big Meadows, bringing back the 
limit(?) of golden trout as proof of his ability 
as a fisherman, Warner drove over to Liver- 
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more and paid Al Parsell and Frank Woods a 
surprise visit at the United States Veterans' 
Hospital, and reports both fellows doing fine. 

Carl Foster, local agent at Clovis, attended 
the American Legion Convention at Santa Bar- 
bara. 

Mrs. Pearl Hine, formerly secretary for E. A. 
Banks, dropped in to say hello. Come again, 
Pearl, we are glad to see you. 

George Reynolds, line foreman, spent two 
weeks at Oxnard. 

Art Danks was 
awakened at dawn on 
September 1 by a vol- 
ley of shot guns. On 
investigating he found 
that the dove season 
had opened and that 
no less than fifty hunt- 
ers were endeavoring 
to bring five or six of 
the fleet-winged fowl to ground. 

C. E. Stockholm, George Taaffe and Frank 
McCamish went out and got either the limit 
of doves or a sore shoulder. 

Myrtle Jepsen and Frank McCamish took 
advantage of the last double holiday of the 
season. Myrtle went up to San Francisco and 
Frank drove to Oakland. 


SELMA 
FRANKIE McCrory, Reporter 


Harry Grimes, assistant district foreman, 
and a party of friends spent the week-end of 
August 13 at Mineral King on a fishing trip. 

Pete Peterson, storekeeper, and his wife 
spent a week of vacation in the sunny South- 
land, visiting relatives and friends in Los An- 
geles and Pasadena and enjoying a trip on the 
side to San Diego. 

C. Van Zile and wife enjoyed their vacation 
during the month of August in Los Angeles 
and vicinity. 

O. L. Wagner of the consumers’ department 
went a long way in a short time, spending his 
vacation at his old home at Harrisburg, Penn- 
sylvania, where he visited relatives and ге- 
newed old acquaintances, Among his experi- 
ences was an enjoyable motor trip through the 
territory surrounding his old home. While he 
was away his wife visited with relatives in 
Eureka and in Richmond. 

Everett Smith and family motored to Med- 
ford, Oregon, where a few days were spent 
with Mrs. Smith’s parents. While in the North 
they visited Crater Lake, Diamond Lake and 
Klamath Falls. 

Bob Brock, foreman of the Fresno Garage, 
was in Selma August 25 on an inspection of 
the motor cars and equipment. He is always 
willing to oblige and to do everything but 
smile. 

Thelma Cargile of the Fresno Office paid us 
a flying visit on August 25. 

Mr. A. L. Mackecknie, Valley Electric sales- 
man, and family spent their vacation enjoying 
a camping trip at General Grant's Park. 


Google 


27 


Ed Greenwald is putting on a lot of style 
these days, driving a new coupe. 

District Manager Young and family took 
their vacation during the middle of August, 
motoring to San Francisco, where they spent 
several days, and then touring south via the 
Coast route to Los Angeles, where they visited 
with Mr. Young’s parents. 

L. W. Henderson, power 
salesman, enjoyed his vaca- 
tion by taking a motor trip 
in very attractive company, 
visiting San Francisco and 
motoring south to Los An- 
geles and Pasadena. He was 
away the middle two weeks 
of August. 

Р. Т. Dean and wife enjoyed their vacation 
during the first week in September at Yosemite. 

G. B. Finney left 
for France September 
3 to attend the Amer- 
ican Legion conven- 
tion. Before leaving he 
was extensively enter- 
tained, one of the 
most enjoyable occas- 
ions being a dinner 
given in his honor by 
the Selma Fire De- 
parttment of which 
Finney is chief. The 
firemen presented 
him with a purse and 
a gold badge showing 
his rank of office. 
While in New York 
Finney planned call- 
ing on Matt Hother- 
soll of the Bakersfield 
and Selma gas departments, who has been vis- 
iting in the East. Hothersoll is expected back 
in Selma the latter part of September. 

Mr. H. A. Tooker, our service man at Ca- 
ruthers, spent his vacation by enjoying a trip 
to San Jose and down the Coast to San Diego. 

Mr. McNeill spent his vacation in Los Ange- 
les, and the surrounding towns, and motored up 
to Pismo before returning home. Mrs. McNeill 
who has been visiting in the East for several 
months, arrived home on August 21. 

Mr. R. V. Jones and family had an enjoyable 
vacation spent at Lake Tahoe. 

Several new automobiles recently have been 
acquired by members of our organization. Mrs. 
Clara Rasmussen is driving a new Nash Coach, 
Lola Anderson has a new Buick Coach, and 
Everett Smith is driving a Chrysler Coach. 

*Hi" King substituted for the regular fire 
truck driver while he was on his vacation, but 
is now back at his own job with the Power 
Company. 

Mrs. Rena Stevenson took her vacation in 
both the South and North, motoring first to Los 
Angeles, and the Southern Beaches, and then 
north along the coast highway to Oakland, 
where she visited with her mother. 


G. B. FINNEY 


BALCH CAMP 
С. J. GLeason, Reporter 

Slim Corley, Civil Engineer, who has been 
here for the past two years left the employ of 
this Company September 9 to accept a position 
with the Kings County Engineering Department, 
making his residence at Hanford. 

The Balch Power Club has been going strong 
for the past two months with a dance every 
Saturday night and a card party every Thurs- 
day. The Club now has twenty-two members. 

Miss Gladys Moffatt of the Fresno office and 
a party of friends were visitors here over night 
September 3 attending the dance. From all re- 
ports they had a good time. 

A. M. (Andy) Smith, an old timer, with the 
construction department, left the company on 
August 15 to go into business with his father 
in Los Angeles. Andy was well known all over 
the system and had many friends. As a token 
of friendship he was presented with a fine shot- 
gun by the employees of the construction de- 
partment. 

Most of the younger set has deserted us to 
attend school, Misses Winnie Perry and He- 
loris Sullivan to Fresno High, Roy McGeorge 
to Porterville High, and Archie McDougal to 
Washington State College. 

The Balch Camp School started on Sep- 
tember 12 with fourteen pupils under Miss 
Alice Davis who taught half of the term last 
vear. 

The midsummer dance given at the Balch 
cook house proved a great success. Joe Sears' 
three-piece orchestra put out some very good 
jazz. Among those present from Fresno were 
Betty. Repsher, Hazel Moxsy, Gertrude Wilk- 
ens, N. F. Henson, Aldyne Higdon, Mr. and 
Mrs. E. Hess, and Mr. and Mrs. Roy Yates 
from Midway Steam Plant. E 

Miss June Ohare and Miss Polly Newgren, 
schoolmarm's from Petaluma, were visitors 
here for a few days. xt " 

Steve Murry and family, moved back here 
after a two months’ absence at Kerckhoff, 
where Steve was plant mechanic. He will fill 
the same job here. 

On the 23rd of July a dance was given in 
the old Hospital which has been turned over 
to the Club for a Club House. Music was furn- 
ished Бу a Brunswick Panatrope which was 
being demonstrated here by the Wiley B. Allen 
Co. of Fresno. 

John Тауїог and family arrived back іп 
Balch July 15. John will have charge of the 
afterbay dam during construction. 

Fied Vester, who has been cook at the Balch 
Camp cook house for the past two years, left 
the employ of the company to pay an extended 
visit to his old home in Indiana. Fred's last 
meal will he remembered by the boys for some 
time as it was a real feed. After the meal he 
was presented with a beautiful gold watch and 
chain bearing his initials on the outside, and 
the following inscription on the inside, “Fred 
Vester from the boys of Kings River job." Ac- 
companied by his wife and children, Fred 
drove back to Indiana. 
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SAN JOAQUIN 
ЕГЕАМОКА Hanson, Reporter 


Gilbert Holmes, serviceman, left September 
+ on his vacation and motored over the Red- 
wood highway as far as Garberville near Eu- 
reka, where he bagged a 150-pound deer. He 
returned with his prize and spent the remainder 
of his vacation in the Sierras. 

R. Н. Smith and family spent a very plea-- 
ant vacation in San Francisco and bay cities. 

Those who spent the Labor Day holidays out 
of town were, Grealdine Smith in San Jose. 
Eleanora Hansen in Bakersfield where she vis- 
ited her parents, Roy Caton in Sugar Pine 
where he caught the limit of trout, and Floyd 
Schaefer and L. F. Gibson and families in Santa 
Cruz. 

E. G. Stahl, district manager, attended the 
first conclave meeting of the Pacific Coast Elec- 
trical Association held in Los Angeles the 22n4 
and 23rd of this month. Mr. Stahl has been 
appointed chairman of the Agricultural Power 
Committee of the P. C. E. А., in which capac- 
ity he served two years ago. 

On September 11, Mrs. Stahl entertained a 
merry group of youngsters in honor of Rose- 
mary's fourth birthday. 

О. C. McProud, Kerman substation operator. 
just returned from the East where he wa- 
called by the serious illness of his mother. 
Paul Young relieved McProud while he was 
away. 

Mrs. P. G. Slingsby and daughter, Mrs. M. 
Schultz, have returned after spending a very 
pleasant summer in Calgary, Canada. 

Little Joan Ludwig, three-year-old daughter 
of lineman Joe Ludwig, was one of the entries 
in the recent Baby Show held by the Firemen 
of Fresno. 


CORCORAN 
Fern Beck, Reporter 


F. C. Carroll, district manager of the Cor- 
coran District, returned from his vacation at 
Pacific Grove with a fund of new stories about 
the “so big" rock cod and others that got away. 
He took the three little Carrolls along to dig 
the bait and Mrs. Carroll as a witness to his 
prowess as a fisherman. 

Lorenzo Carrasco, official meter reader and 
collector, motored to Pismo on August 27, ac- 
companied by his mother and father, who spent 
a week on the coast. Lorenzo returned to Pismo 
for the Labor Day holiday and brought the 
folks back with him. 

Corcoran District announces with gusto the 
arrival of a new assistant to our hot tap fore- 
man. Mr. and Mrs. Jan B. Connerly are the 
proud parents of a daughter, Janice Elaine. 
who came to live with them on August 7. 

George Flaherty, storekeeper, spent the weck 
end of August 27 on the Coast. 

Mr. C. W. Hughett spent опе day іп Corco- 
ran during August. This is getting to be quite 
a habit with Clarence. 

Mrs. Viva Reid, the cashier in the Lemoore 
office, is spending her vacation in Oakland and 
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other points north. Mr. Reid drove northward 
september 3 to spend the holiday and to bring 
back his ball and chain. 

Earl Shields, district foreman, left September 
3 for his vacation in points unknown, prefer- 
ably wet. 

Byron C. Hunkins, foreman's clerk, spent the 
Labor Day holiday at Carmel, visiting with his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Romayne 5. Hunkins. 

Lloyd Morton, service man, spent one week 
end during August with his folks in Chow- 
chilla. 

Mabel M. Puls, cashier, is spending her va- 
cation in Los Angeles and San Francisco. 


MERCED 
Асмез Р. Knapp, Reporter 


The Merced District is just completing ap- 
proximately nine miles of line in Mariposa 
County along the Merced-Yosemite All-Year 
highway, for service to seven auto camps, one 
of the California State Highway Commission's 
Prison Road Camps and service to the Felici- 
ana Gold Mining Company. Two other mines 
in the vicinity of this new line also are pros- 
pects for service. 

А forest fire started August 10 in Mariposa 
County near Hornitos, which was said to be 
the worst ever experienced in this region and 
burned for about a week over a total of 110,000 
acres. Quite a little damage was done to our 
poles and lines, the town of Mariposa being 
without service for about three days, caused 
by the loss of 40 poles. 

For some time past we have all been won- 
dering why Carl Peterson, assistant to Mel 
Fowler, substation inspector, has been making 
so many trips to Oakland and the secret is yet 
unsolved. While we questioned Carl, but with- 
out results, we have heard rumors that there 
is a very charming young lady in the case. We 
look for an early an- 
nouncement. 

C. Evans, meter 
reader and collector in 
this district, is the proud 
daddy of а baby son, 
Eugene Chester, born 
June 23. 

In celebration of the 
completion of the new 
line for service to sev- 
eral auto camps and the Feliciana Mine, the 
San Joaquin Power Club gave a dance at the 
Bear Creek Lodge on August 20. A large num- 
ber were present from Merced while from 
Fresno were Mr. and Mrs. S. W. Green, Mr. 
and Mrs. L. L. Ellis, Mr. and Mrs. E. К. 
Banks, Mr. and Mrs. Al Mulkey and G. W. 
Dumble. Music for dancing was furnished by 
the San Joaquin Power Orchestra. 

Joe Harness, storekeeper in this district, who 
has been in the employ of our company for 
the past eight years, has resigned to take a 
position with L. F. Grimsley, Inc., of Merced. 
Mr. Harness has been a conscientious and 
faithful worker and we will all miss him. 
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MADERA 


МАРрСЕ Cook, Reporter 


Josephine Bethards assisted in the office for 
several days, transferring ledger sheets to 
meter cards. 

Edna King, accompanied by her husband, 
spent her vacation in Monterey and San Fran- 
cisco. H. G. Tretheway, storekeeper, and fam- 
ily were in Yosemite, Oakland and San Fran- 
cisco, all in a two week’s sojourn. Don Trum- 
bull, Valley electric salesman, spent his two 
weeks at home “just resting ир” for a big rush 
on the kilowatt busi- 
ness this Fall. Ben 
Catching, district fore- 
man, went to San 
Diego and Tijuana 
during one week of 
July. Bill Jones, line 
foreman, accompanied 
by his wife, sister and 
her husband, had a 
delightful trip to Ore- 
gon. W. Н. Graham, assistant foreman, 
spent two weeks in Los Angeles, Venice and 
Ventura. “Shorty” Mossman and Don Hous- 
ton and their wives spent a month fishing at 
Granite Creek. They report fishing at its very 
best in that part of the country. 

In a fire August 5, which burned the largest 
part of one block in Chowchilla, Paul Hollis- 
ter, serviceman at Chowchilla, injured his 
shoulder while moving some of the office furni- 
ture from the Chowchilla office. Mac Sanchez, 
who went from Madera to aid in protecting 
the company property, fell from a pole and in- 
jured his back. However, both employees are 
back at work again and we are glad to have 
them with us. 

Elmer Oldham, line foreman, and Paul Per- 
kins of Visalia, who is assistant district fore- 
man for the Edison Company, motored as far 
north as Vancouver, B. C., via Portland, Seat- 
tle Redwood Highway, Mt. Ranier and Crater 
Lake, returning home on the 23rd of last month. 
They report a very good trip. 

Bob De Chaine, clerk, and Millie Carpenter, 
clerk, have both received their 5-year pins. 
Bob received his in July and Millie’s came in 
June. 


DINUBA 
BraNcHE HAINLINE, Reporter 


Minnie Clendennen, stenographer, accom- 
panied by her brother, L. O. Clendennen, of 
Fresno, left by motor August 11 for Globe, 
Arizona, to visit with relatives. They returned 
August 25 and reported a pleasant trip. 

Wm. Spor, our Reedley service-man, and 
family spent the second and third week of Au- 
gust visiting with Mr. and Mrs. George South- 
worth of San Luis Obispo. Mr. Southworth 
was formerly employed in the Dinuba District. 

Howard Magee, estimator, and family spent 
the first two weeks of August motoring down 
the coast as far south as Santa Barbara. 

Clarence Redpath, our Dinuba service-man, 


30 


received on August 16 his two-star service pin 
for ten years’ service with the company. 

Velma Powers, clerk, is back on the job 
again after having her tonsils removed. Velma 
says she does not miss the tonsils except when 
she tries to eat. 

Golda Steinbrink, formerly employed in our 
office, but better known as Golda Blythe, is 
working again in our office, helping transfer 
our accounts to the new system that is being 
installed. 


LOS BANOS 
W. A. Macy, Reporter 


Through the efforts of the local Chamber of 
Commerce several things of note in the way 
of progress are taking place in Los Banos. A 
new electric sign 13 feet long has been ordered 
to be erected at the junction of the Highway 
and Sixth Street leading into the business part 
of town. This sign will be maintained by the 
American Legion, the electric bills for current 
only being taken care of by the city. The 
Chamber of Commerce also is making definite 
plans and has raised the money to install elec- 
tric signs at the Califa Cut Off, where the 
Pacheco Pass Highway leaves the Golden State 
Highway, about 12 miles north of Madera. 

George T. Antrobus, meter reader, and wife 
are spending their vacation in the northern 
part of the state, Oregon and Washington. Dis- 
trict foreman C. M. Patten, and wife have just 
returned from a similar trip and report a won- 
derful time. 

Ye Scribe must not for- 
get to announce, although 
somewhat tardily, the ar- 
rival of a nine-pound son 
on the evening of July 
21, a few minutes after 
Sharkey was floored by 
Dempsey. He has been 
named after his proud 
Dad—(Wilbur A. Macy, 
Jr.) 

The bids are out for 
our new office building and store room and 
plans are being made to start construction in 
the very near future. Needless to say we are 
all more than pleased with the project and are 
impatient to move into our new quarters. 


TAFT 
Кор McDona_p, Reporter 

Mrs. J. E. Brown has just returned with her 
son after spending the summer months in Los 
Angeles. 

J. P. Minner and his family have returned 
from a vacation spent at Santa Cruz. 

Mr. and Mrs. A. C. Pettis drove to Long 
Beach and San Diego for their vacation and up 
the Coast Route to San Francisco. 

J. C. Berry, assistant district manager, spent 
his vacation in San Francisco visiting relatives 
and friends. 

T. O. Berry, an employee for the past four 
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years, has left the company to take a position 
as lineman with the California Petroleum Com- 
pany. 

Eva Gleichner is assisting the office force in 
establishing a new bookkeeping system. 

E. R. Ingersoll and G. D. Ingersoll officially 
opened the dove season here on a trip on which 
each bagged the limit. Their mother, who is 
visiting them for the summer from Topeka, 
Kansas, was a member of the party. J. P. 
Minner and Vern Huntzberry spent the Labor 
Day holidays in Carissa Plains hunting doves. 
and also report that the limit was bagged soon 
after their arrival. 

O. A. Kommers, District Manager, motored 
to Los Angeles over Labor Day to visit his 
wife and son, who are visiting there with rela- 
tives. 

The Santa Barbara north forest was combed 
for deer by O. E. King, J. E. Brown, and G. D. 
Ingersoll, but they report that the herd must 
have fled on their approach, since there was 
not a trace of deer where formerly hundreds 
roamed. 

Weaver Pitman, crew foreman, and his fam- 
ily motored to Fresno to visit old friends over 
the Labor Day holidays. 

A. С. Eddy and his wife have been visiting 
in Corcoran with friends. 

Miss Mary Brown has taken the place of 
Mrs. T. O. Berry who recently resigned as 
counter clerk. ` 

L. J. Fuller and T. C. Carnett spent the La- 
bor Day holidays in Long Beach with an 
abundance of fried chicken. 


CRANE VALLEY DISTRICT 
D. Р. RUSSELL, Reporter 

Forty thousand Loch Leven and 20,000 Ger- 
man brown trout were planted in Kerckhoff 
Lake this month. We hope someone will catch 
trout in the not too distant future. 

Kenneth Jones and family just returned from 
their two weeks’ vacation and report having 2 
splendid time. 

A weiner roast was given at P. H. No. 
1 on the evening of August 16. While weiners 
and buns were plentiful, the crowd was small, 
as the affair was gotten up on short notice. 

The infant son of Mr. and Mrs. F. G. Pet- 
teys was taken ill very suddenly and passed 
away August 18. With feeling of deepest sor- 
row we learned of their sad bereavement and 
wish to extend our sincere sympathy. 


SAN LUIS OBISPO 
І. М. Віснетті, Reporter 

On August 6 and 7, the San Luis Obispo 
District enjoyed a barbecue and all night picnic 
which was held on the Margarita Black ranch 
near Santa Margarita. 

Rosabelle Weiser has accepted a position at 
the San Luis Obispo office. 

During the month of August, Mr. E. А. 
Quinn, І. В. Duncan, J. U. Berry, J. M. Bus- 
well and several others were visitors in the San 
Luis Obispo District, which speaks well for our 
coast climate. 


SEPTEMBER, 1927 


Mrs. M. E. Tripp spent two weeks in our 
district, helping numerous range consumers 
with their electric cooking problems. 

On Saturday, September 3, Elizabeth Sim- 
kins slipped away and was married to Clyde 
Shirley. Тће good wishes of the entire force 
are extended to Mr. and Mrs. Shirley. 

San Luis Obispo County Fair, held recently, 
was a huge success. Murray Morgan, meter 
tester, had several entries of geese and ducks 
which carried away two first prizes and sev- 
eral second, third and fourth prizes. 


SELMA DISTRICT 
Номавр Н. Үоохс, District Manager 


Contracts were definitely closed during Aug- 
ust to serve 125 horsepower of agricultural 
motor load representing service to 14 new con- 
sumers, the construction of which was all under- 
way either during the month or early in Sep- 
tember. In addition to this business four new 
cooking and heating consumers were served for 
a total of 18.5 kilowatts together with 10 new 
lighting installations. 

Line construction was started the middle of 
August on approximately ten miles of 10,000- 
volt line north from Henrietta sub-station to 
serve 8215 horsepower and a five kilowatt ster- 
ilizer in the Summit Lake section, principally to 
the Summit Lake Investment Company. Some 
of this business is in the Corcoran district. 
The estimated cost to serve this line was ap- 
proximately twenty thousand dollars. Two 
crews were required to construct the line, one 
located at Lemoore and the other at Riverdale. 

While the business signed in August was the 
smallest of any month during the year, Septem- 
ber shows a prospect of an increase. With the 
grape harvest under way, the rancher's mind is 
generally turned away from electric installa- 
tions or for that matter any improvement ex- 
cept the picking and drying of his grapes. This 
condition should be over, however, by Septem- 
ber and things resume their normal stride. 

Two of the larger power installations were 
20-horsepower motors installed, one for J. Na- 
kata at his ranch north of Carutheis, and the 
other for T. B. Matthews Estate, an eighty- 
acre vineyard located immediately north and 
east of Selma. The four cooking and heating 
consumers added during the month are E. B. 
Barclay and C. E. Cole, both of Fowler, who 
installed respectively six-kilowatt and three- 
kilowatt electric plates for lunch stands in that 
city. L. B. Viau of Del Rey installed a 4.5-kilo- 
watt water heater at his residence and Fred T. 
Hayes of Kingsburg installed a five-kilowatt 
electric water heater at his residence. 

The Water Company was busy during the 
month with the replacement of an old two-inch 
main in the Stillman Street alley by a new four- 
inch main to give better water service to 11 
consumers served from this main. 


The fellow who is hard boiled with regard 
to accident prevention is only half baked. 
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DINUBA DISTRICT 


Hazen С. КерғЕКМ, District Manager 


Although business conditions at this time are 
a little slow, there are many favorable elements 
which should result in evident improvement 
during the early fall months. Тће packing 
houses operating at full force and a payment 
of 30 per cent to depositors of the defunct bank 
are elements that should show a favorable re- 
action in conditions, 

Preparing for the Fall run of dried fruit 
the Reedley plant of the California Peach and 
Fig Growers has just completed the installa- 
tion of a new lighting system which greatly in- 
creases the efficiency of the plant. The new 
equipment provides 29% kilowatts in lighting 
and 46 convenience outlets from the 110-volt 
circuits. The power equipment has been in- 
creased from 68 horsepower to 121 horsepower. 

The Orange Cove Citrus Association has іп- 
creased the size of its plant by the addition 
of 30 by 60 feet floor space, which will be used 
for storage of shock and box making, thereby 
releasing in the basement additional space for 
sweat rooms. This plant is installing a Shen 
automatic fruit counting device which is oper- 
ated by a two horsepower motor, and box nail- 
ing and strapping machines which also are elec- 
trically operated. The plant now uses 10% 
horsepower in motors in automatic machines 
and conveyors. Packing will start early in No- 
vember, and it is expected that 250 cars will be 
shipped this season. 

During August applications were received 
for 116 horsepower in industrial power, 50.2 
kilowatts for cooking and heating, and nine 
lighting connections. Meters were set to serve 
298 horsepower in motors, 25 lighting consum- 
ers, and one cooking and heating consumer. 
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Hand ACCIDENTS a row of goose eggs 


ПНЗНАНАДАНАНННА: 


Ап old prospector just outside a cave an- 
nounced that he had just found a treasure 
hidden inside. 

"What is it?" he was asked, "Quartz ?" 

“Naw,” he whispered, “pints.” 


Teacher: “Now, Robert, what is a niche 
in a church?” 

Bobby: "Why it's just the same as ап 
itch anywhere else, only you can’t scratch 
it as well.” 


Old Lady (visiting New York Mu- 
seum): Have you a mummy of King Tut 
here? 

Attendant: No, madam. 

О. L. (amazedly): Dear me, they have 
a fine one in the British Museum. 


"Did the doctor remove your appen- 
dix?” 

“Feels to me like he removed my whole 
table of contents.” 


Safety first discussion in school room. 
Teacher: “Johnny, can you tell us why 
one should be cautious in crossing the 
road ?” 

Johnny: “Yes, to get on the other side.” 


“Girls were harder to kiss in your day, 
weren’t they, grandpa?” 

"Mebbe, mebbe,” ventured the old gen- 
tleman, "but it wasn't so blame danger- 
ous. The old parlor sofa wouldn't smash 
into a tree about that time.” 


Confirmed Loser on Train: *Conduc- 
tor, I've lost my ticket. 

Conductor: “How could you lose a 
ticket a yard long?” 

C. L.: “You don’t know me. 
bass drum once.” 


I lost a 
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“Just Between Us Two” 
“Can your wife keep a secret?” 
" According to her idea of secrecy, which 
is telling a thing to only one person at a 
time.” —Boston Transcript. 


A man recently fainted three times at 
his own wedding, but it was no use. They 
waited until he came around and he was 
married just the same. 


A portly gentleman, laden with travel- 
ing bags, was endeavoring to make a dig- 
nified exit from a crowded railway 
carriage. At the door he stumbled on the 
pet corn of a brawny Scotchman. 

“Hoot, mon, hoot!” said the Scot. “Сап- 
па ye look whauer уе'те goin’? Hoot!” 

After alighting in safety, the over- 
burdened traveler returned : 

“Hoot yourself. I'm a traveler, not a 
motor car." 


Young Jack, talking to the new visitor: 
"So you're my grandmother, are you?” 

"Yes, dear. On your father's side," re- 
marked the old lady, smiling. 

"Well, you're on the wrong side; you'll 
find that out," replied Jack. 
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The End of an Age-Old 
Chore 


E a day—every day—it’s milking time. Often, 
mother or the boys must do it when the men are 
busy—but not on the electrified farm. 


A little motor on a milking machine will milk several 
cows at one time. Electricity will cool and separate the 
milk, grind the feed, and pump the water—do a dozen 
chores at a собі of a few cents for each chore. 


And when electricity washes, cleans, and cooks, and 
lights every building on the farm, it makes life easier 
for every member of the family. 


Being a “milkmaid” is small fun, anyhow. Electricity 
is the modern milkmaid and all-around farm worker. 


